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Abstract 

 

The aim of this dissertation is to explore how has the role and contribution of the Maltese migrants has 

changed between the post-war emigration, when many Maltese nationals left their home state and settled 

overseas, to find new jobs and a new way of life, particularly in Australia to the most recent wave of 

emigrants who left after Malta joined the European Union in 2004.  By the advent of new technologies 

and the process of European integration, migrating to another state nearer to us has never been easier, 

but still certain aspects of this transition are still not smooth enough for these people and in this 

dissertation, the major aspects are going to be discussed and recommendations will be drawn out. 

The paper argues that the contribution which can be given by these people has changed and it could be 

extremely beneficial for every sector of the Maltese Islands but on the other hand, not enough is being 

done by the Maltese authorities and community readers to fully clinch these new opportunities. 
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1.1 Introduction 

From the Second World War to the present modern day we have seen huge progress 

in every section of humanity.  Processes of globalization increased their momentum 

because of new global, political and economic arrangements and they facilitated by 

technological developments that brought radical transformation in the human mobility 

and communication.  Moreover, Malta changed from being a British colony to a 

sovereign state that joined the European Union and since 2004 we have seen the 

islands adapt to processes of European integration that also imply freedom of 

movement and great opportunity to migrate to other parts of Europe to study, work 

and reside.  

Like other states, the Maltese government has long explored links with the significant 

Diasporic communities around the world.  This intervention also entailed positive 

contributions thee migrants made and still make to their country of origin.  The 

purpose of this dissertation is to explore whether soft power resources took the place 

of financial contribution as the main resource which these Diaspora groups give 

towards their home state and to identify what are the most pressing concerns which 

are hindering the two-way relationship of these groups with the Maltese authorities, 

with the cases of Australia and Brussels as the main case studies, since the former 

was the most popular destination for Maltese migrants over the past century and the 

latter is the newest form of Diaspora which has formed as a result of the Maltese 

accession of the European Union in 2004. 



 
 

3 
 
 

The hypothesis of this dissertation is that given the rise of new technologies, Diaspora 

communities may offer much more than just financial resources and that with some 

effort and the right structure, the Maltese Islands may benefit in the long-term 

opportunities. 

To be able to determine these factors, this dissertation explores the notion of Soft 

Power, and the contribution of e-migration.  Although these are two different issues, 

they could be linked together to form the necessary link to prove that Soft Power has 

indeed taken the place of tangible resources in the case of Maltese migration 

contribution towards the Maltese Islands.  

The second Chapter of this Dissertation, the Literature Review, focuses on the 

conceptualization of ‘Diaspora’ and how it evolved through time.  Moreover, the 

relationship between the Maltese authorities and the Diaspora groups in question is 

also discussed, followed by a discussion of the notion of the Soft Power in 

international affairs and how Diasporic groups may contribute towards it.  

The third chapter, looks at the theoretical underpinnings and focuses on how 

Diaspora groups from the point of view of various theories of international relations 

and literature in migration studies.  Diaspora is first discussed vis-à-vis the Realist, 

Liberal and Constructivist theories of International Relations.  It is later discussed in 

relation to pull and push factors. 

The Methodology Chapter expounds the research methods and justifies the use of 

qualitative interviews and comparative investigation, which were employed for date 

collection and interpretation.   
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The first case study of this dissertation is a comparative analysis of the desk-based 

research done on the both the Maltese-Australian Diaspora and the Maltese-Belgian 

Diaspora.  This section involves the description of the main reasons which had led 

towards the subsequent migrations, the contribution done by both Diaspora groups 

and the aftermath of the return migrants on the Maltese Islands.  This chapter is 

concluded by the explanation of the citizenship question which has dominated the 

Diaspora scene for many years. 

The last case study of this dissertation is also a comparative analysis based on the 

eight interviews conducted with people from each Diaspora.  Several major subjects, 

such as, how can the Maltese Diaspora groups continue to be relevant towards their 

home state, the involvement of Maltese migrants in the shaping of Maltese Foreign 

Policy, the current administration of the Council for Maltese Living Abroad and many 

other issues were discussed.  From each interview I could observe that although all 

these people form part of one group: the Maltese Diaspora, many different elements 

are shaping their day-to-day lives which differ from one diasporic group to the other. 

Finally, in the concluding chapter, apart from the concluding notion that the 

contributions towards the Maltese Islands have changed their nature, I set propose a 

set of recommendations for the local Maltese authorities to embrace if they wish that 

the relationship between the Diasporic groups and themselves, would continue to 

flourish with a positive impact on the soft power of the Maltese Islands.  
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2.1 Introduction 

This chapter will focus on the relationship between Soft Power resource and 

Diasporic movements which took place in the Maltese Islands.  The goal of this 

chapter is to look critically, at the work of previous scholars which relates to this 

particular subject and to give a brief overview of the history of the waves of migration 

which I have chosen to be part of the Case studies I intend to compare.  Moreover, I 

intend to look closely at the shaping of Maltese Foreign Policy with regards to 

Diaspora and the Soft Power elements which are present in it.  

2.2 What is a ‘Diaspora’? 

Although many have tried to give a fixed definition to the concept of ‘Diaspora’, few 

have simplified the whole concept as defined by Kim D. Butler, who claimed that ‘the 

word “diaspora” is defined, at its simplest, as the dispersal of a people from its original 

homeland’ (Butler, 2001, p.189). It is an idea which has evolved through time and 

many intellectuals tried to categorize this phenomenon. Cohen (2008), gave a 

detailed account of the four phases of diaspora studies and the five different 

categories of diaspora, which makes it much easier to categorize and distinguish 

between the different aspects of diaspora, which because of the various factors and 

time periods, have changed drastically.  According to Cohen, “diaspora” is divided 

into categories, with the major being ‘victim migrants, labor migrants, trade migrants, 

imperial migrants and cultural migrants’ (Butler, 2001, as sited by Cohen, p.197).  The 

Maltese situation can fall under three categories, the “labor migrants”, since the 
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absolute majority of the Maltese immigrants left the Maltese Islands to find a good 

job, the “imperial migrants”, since many migrants left Malta as a result of the British 

Imperial system which was still governing Malta in the post-War period and last but 

not least the “victim” or “forced” migrants, who fled the Maltese Islands after 

evaluating all the possible options for their future and seeing that there is no future for 

them in the Maltese Islands.  This categorization is, in fact, quite the most ideal one if 

we are to examine and compare the Maltese situation in Australia and Brussels, 

specifically in the New South Wales, Victoria and Brussels communities, where many 

Maltese emigrants live.   

2.3 The Role of Soft Power and Public Diplomacy in Diasporic Movements  

In a world where image is extremely important, it is crucial to use all resources at 

hand to improve one’s own image at all costs.  Small states such as Malta, often go 

unnoticed due to the sheer deficit in size and resources and through Soft Power 

politics, the many Maltese Diasporas which have evolved through time can be a 

determining factor in creating or improving Malta’s image worldwide.  Joseph Nye 

argues that Soft Power is simply the ability to influence the behavior of other to get 

the outcomes you want.  He continues to argue that there are several ways which one 

can affect the behavior of others, some being the use of hard power when coercing 

your rivals with threats and induce them with payments but the most effective one is 

to attract or co-opt them and that is Soft Power.  “The ability to attract” as Nye puts it 

in his 2004 paper “often leads to acquiescence” and this process can reap many 

rewards to those who manage to use this power to their advantage.    But how can 

one relate Soft Power and all its benefits with Diasporic Movements? Diasporas tend 
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to form large communities in the new state they settle in and as time passes by and 

these communities begin to grow, they can exert a new wave of pressure on local 

authorities and if the community is large enough, they could formulate new pressure 

groups which would be instrumental in the shaping of new policies. Moreover, the 

good work which is being done by many individuals such as Maltese tenor and 

Cultural Ambassador Joseph Calleja is proving to be extremely valuable for the 

overall image and profile of the Maltese Islands. 

A new era of information is under way and as, Shashi Tharoor (2009) said in a 

speech regarding Indian Soft Power, it came out clear that the one with the largest 

army will not prevail on who tells the best story and this is why smaller states must 

modify their Foreign Policy instruments to 1reach out to their traditional and modern 

Diasporas to create a large network which is not based on sheer physical strength 

and force.  This could benefit the small state by creating new business links which in 

the long run would create new job opportunities and it would serve as a free advert all 

over the world since new people are constantly hearing about this small states 

through members of the Diasporas. In this case, Malta has excelled since the Maltese 

Foreign Office has held constant connection with all of its large Diasporas and the 

relationship with various Diaspora receivers is generally on positive terms.   

2.4 Soft Power and Small States 

Small states, naturally face theoretical and political problems because of their 

‘territorial size, population density, market potential, administrative capacities, 

recourse possession and mobilization, as well as degrees of geographical 



 
 

9 
 
 

remoteness’ (Chong, 2007).  Therefore smaller states have to think outside the box 

and invest their available resources in nation branding and soft power since in the 

long term, these investments tend to reap up enormous benefits in cultural identity, 

which means new ways in which the whole world sees that particular small state.  It is 

often the case that in the majority of these smaller states, huge, tangible resources 

are scarce and the local authorities would be hesitant to spend enormous sums of 

money in hard power efforts to emerge as their region’s key player, and they would 

look to other possibilities in order to achieve this dominance, through media, social 

and soft power campaigns, which enables these states to sell their idea for their state 

on the market.    

2.5 Diaspora and the development of Foreign Affairs 

‘For the world's most powerful states, the rise of the interconnected estate will create 
new opportunities for growth and development.  Connection technologies will carve out 
spaces for democracy as well as autocracy and empower individuals for both good and 
ill. States will view to control the impact of technologies on their political and economic 
power’ (Schmidt and Cohen, 2010).   

 

This is one of the most accurate quotations I found when doing my research which 

describes the importance of harnessing the impact of technology and use it to reach 

out towards international communities.   

At the beginning of this century it was estimated that around 175 million people 

(around 3% of the total global population) lived outside their country of origin (Kapur, 

February 2011 issue).  This is a significant number and these people also need some 

form of representation and backing from their home state. This is what makes the 

notion of ‘Diaspora’ and ‘Foreign Affairs’ directly related.  In this globalized 
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technological world, people have an infinite source of news and information, which 

poses governments with a tricky task of remaining relevant and credible both at home 

and abroad (Trent, 2012).  This is why diplomatic engagement with all Diasporas is 

crucial for any government and in the implementation of Foreign Policy, each Foreign 

Ministry must keep in mind the many benefits of direct connection with natives in 

other states could offer to the home state.   

One of the goals of the Maltese Foreign Office, is to “service the needs of Maltese 

nationals overseas” (Malta Foreign Affairs website).  In this case, the Maltese Foreign 

Ministry’s policies are shaped to be the official representation of these people who 

have left their home state in order to create a future for themselves and their families 

overseas.  Moreover, the presence and function of many embassies all over the world 

is proof that the Maltese Islands, apart from representing the migrants, can use this 

influence to achieve other goals, such as promoting the Maltese identity and relations 

with other states. 

In the case of the Maltese-Australian Diaspora, we can observe, that many top 

Maltese leaders have visited the Maltese community in Australia, on many different 

occasions and in Malta a fully functioning Australian Embassy, with a High 

Commissioner in charge of it.  Moreover, there is also Maltese permanent 

representation in Australia which means that a two-way Diplomatic process is active 

and functioning.  In 2007, the then-Prime Minister, Dr. Lawrence Gonzi met with the 

Australian Prime Minister, John Howard and with the Australian Opposition Leader, 

Kevin Rudd and discussed the major concerns which the Maltese community was 
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facing and afterwards he met many Maltese-Australians in a three-day Official Visit 

(Malta Independent, 9th August 2007).  The date of this visit must also be taken into 

consideration, since this visit was conducted around one year before the general 

election in Malta. This continues to prove that even though Maltese Diaspora 

members are not important in deciding the overall outcome of the election, since 

Malta is one of only five European states that do not give their Diaspora members 

voting rights, they are still an integral part of any governmental manifesto since the 

influence which Diaspora members, mainly the older generation have, is still 

unquestioned and with the huge improvement in technology and communication, 

these groups of people have come closer towards their home state.  Dr. Gonzi, when 

interviewed, said that “Mr. Howard and I wished each other well on our respective 

upcoming elections,” (Malta Independent, 9th August 2007) which means that the 

topic of the level of relevance which these communities possess was surely brought 

up in this meeting, meaning that leaders of states are still concerned with how natives 

in overseas lands tend to portray them.  

When Joseph Muscat, then-Leader of the Opposition, visited Australia in 2010, his 

team also made it possible for him to meet Maltese-Australians and he was “given an 

emotional welcome by a crowd of some 600 Maltese-Australians” (The Times, May 

22nd 2010).  These visits, which occur not only in Australia, continue to emphasize the 

relevance of the influence of Maltese immigrants abroad.  

The same situation occurred more recently, when the incumbent Maltese President, 

Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, visited the Maltese Community in Brussels.  She 
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emphasized that Malta is proud with the work of these artists and intellectuals who 

have left their home state in order to represent Malta in the framework of the 

European Union (Malta Independent, October 31st 2014).  President Coleiro Preca 

continued to say that this particular community is crucial to the Maltese Islands since 

apart from representing the best interests of the Maltese in the largest Market in the 

World and one of the strongest elements of Democracy in the modern world, these 

people are also making a positive name to the Maltese as being hard workers, loyal 

and brave, hence being a vital organ of the implementation and solidification of the 

Maltese Foreign Policy.   

This can be portrayed as a refined, more modern version of the wave of migration 

which hit Malta after the Second World War since the basic elements of hard work 

and sacrifice are there on both waves, just the line of work is different.  In Gordon 

Sammut’s 2012 paper, he quotes two authors who summarize the whole migratory 

phenomena brilliantly. Chryssochoou (2004) states that ‘the migratory movement of 

people in search of opportunities in near or distant lands is a matter of antiquity’, yet 

Farrell and Olivieri (2006) state that ‘the integration of immigrants remains today a 

challenge to social cohesion.”  Moreover, the European framework, insists that 

Leaders and Ministers from each member state must be present for a series of 

meetings throughout the whole year, makes it easier for the Maltese migrants who 

work in the heart of the Union to try and influence the shaping up of local Foreign 

Policy through means of direct lobbying.  This is a possibility that the wave of post-

World War Two Maltese-Australian, Canadian and United States migrants did not 

have, since a direct line of communication was so difficult. 
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Foreign Ministries have many responsibilities when dealing with migrants and their 

skills.  First of all, the home Foreign Affairs Ministry has the responsibility of sending 

the best possible persons to represent their interest overseas.  The major difference 

between the post-World War Two wave of migration and this modern day wave of 

migration is that the Maltese Government, has the constant pressing concern to 

obtain the best possible deals from the European Union and it has to rely on these 

people to reach its aims, but then they are employed by the State and so the 

Government, with the help of the Foreign Office must be very selective on whom to 

send representing the interests of the Maltese Islands abroad, even though the whole 

process of selecting people to go working within the European Framework and 

Institutes is not in the hands of the local Government.  Secondly, another pressing 

concern is to improve data related with Diasporas and to pass out this data to the 

general public for the spreading out of information.  There are still some issues 

regarding the satisfaction of the Data Protection criteria which the Council is yet to 

solve and this is holding back the whole compilation of a Directory of Maltese Living 

Abroad.  Moreover, each native state’s Foreign Policy must ensure that more highly 

educated and skilled migrants could be offered the possibility to return and the 

obstacles of the return process must be kept at a minimum because after all, these 

people are not foreigners as many people tend to suggest.   

2.6 Major empirical differences between the different generations and Diasporic 

Communities 

But how did these different groups of people settle in Australia? Were there any 

differences between how each group worked, lived and thought? Dom Puli, a first 
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generation immigrant stated, that ‘I love Malta like my mother, but Australia is my 

wife.’ (Cited by York, 1988, p.37) The difference between the first generation and the 

second and third generation immigrants is quite sharp and as time goes the 

difference in their concerns is becoming more and more obvious.  But to discuss the 

differences between first and second generation immigrants, we need to categorize 

what makes up these two groups.  First of all, first generation migrants are that 

particular group of people which were born in a particular state, in our case, the 

Maltese Islands and relocated towards another host nation to start a new life 

overseas, which in our case is Australia, more specifically the two cities of Sydney 

and Melbourne.  According to the latest census, which was carried out in 2011, the 

number of first generation Maltese immigrants has shrunk to 41,274 (Cauchi, 2014, 

p.4), since during the peak years, this number reached the 56,000 mark (Cauchi, 

2014, p.4).  Once arriving in Australia, this particular group often experienced a hard 

time to settle, since many of them were also illiterate and they arrived in the host 

nation as workers willing to do whatever it takes to find jobs until they settled down. 

Moreover, in many cases, these people felt a particular dilemma of having to decide 

where their true home was: either their natural home-state or the new host state 

which had welcomed them, since many thought that this change was only temporary 

and that in the near future they would go back to Malta.   

On the other hand, second generation immigrants are the children of the first 

generation immigrants and they are possibly the reason why the first generation 

never returned back home as they did not wish to leave their children behind.  Many 

authors argue, that ‘second generation immigrants are not immigrants’ (Clarke, 2013) 
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since they are born in the state which hosted their parents when they first arrived in 

that particular state and to a certain point, I quite agree with this statement. The 

children of first generation immigrants, although being technically natives of the host 

nation, still have, to a certain extent, that inclination to find out about their ancestors’ 

birth nation and traditions and some are inclined to contribute towards the country of 

origin. The number of second generation Maltese in Australia, totaled to 163,990 and 

around 65% of them were under the age of 50 (Cauchi, 2014, p.4). This group has a 

clearer view of which is their home state and are less nostalgic regarding their 

parent’s home state, since their childhood was entirely based on the Australian 

system and grew up being more Australian rather than Maltese.  But still, as Cauchi’s 

survey shows, there is still that group of second generation immigrants (21%) which 

still are interested in Maltese current affairs and are interested in obtaining a Maltese 

passport (30%) (Cauchi, 2014, p.9).  These figures are most likely to drop in the near 

future since as time passes by, the Maltese identity would evolve into a more 

Australian identity as the third generation begins to shape up and interest in the 

Maltese affairs would continue to drop as a result of further cultural mix, since as this 

study showed, only a small minority (20%) stated that they were members of a 

Maltese Association and from that figure, only 6% were under the age of 40 (Cauchi, 

2014, p.11).  This particular statistic shows that the upcoming younger generation is 

may not be interested in Maltese traditions and history or even the language and they 

are slowly losing interest in continuing the Maltese traditional activities which 

indicates bad news to the locals back home, but they could be extremely interested in 

a Maltese passport for work or study related activities in Europe. The only reason why 
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second and third generation immigrants could apply for the Maltese passport is that 

by the Maltese accession to the European Union, the Maltese Passport could be the 

key for working in the whole European Union, which in itself is not so bad since they 

could contribute to their country of origin via their expertise and cultural involvement.  

The Situation is quite different in the new wave of migrants which are migrating in 

Mainland Europe.  ‘The free movement of persons, included the right to live and work 

in another Member State, is one of the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the 

1957 Treaty of Rome’ (Dobson, 2009).  This proves that by the annexation with the 

European Union, the Maltese Islands started to enjoy this right and whoever opted for 

a new life within the European borders, nothing could stop this from happening. When 

compared with the post-World War Two, Australian wave of migration, this kind of 

migration is more relaxed and less tense, given the protection the European Union 

offers to its members and workers.  First of all, since Malta is a member of the 

European Union one can travel without the need of a Visa to all member states and 

this facilitated the process for those who were willing to migrate in the search of work 

in one of the EU member states.  

Moreover, the advancement in technology means that inter-European flights are more 

direct, cheaper, and take much less time to travel than when travelling to states 

outside the European Union, such as Australia.  In many cases, people working within 

the European Union tend to travel back home more times and in some cases, they 

travel home up to three or four times every year.  This heavily contrasts the numbers 

of visiting Maltese migrants who come on holiday from Australia and due to many 
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different factors one can observe that there are still migrants who haven’t visited their 

home state after decades of migrating.   

‘The social consequences of new information and communications technologies 

(ICTs) has engendered phrases such as the “annihilation of space” and “death of 

distance”’ (Cairncross, 1997).  The rising role of Social Media is also leaving a mark 

on the Diaspora phenomena. When the bulk of Maltese migrants went to Australia the 

level of communication back home was minimal and extremely limited to letters which 

took many weeks to arrive, therefore correspondence was sparse between the home 

state and the members of the Australian Diaspora.  This changed rapidly by the 

advent of the internet and social media such as Facebook, Skype and Twitter which 

have made it possible to communicate instantly and without additional cost with 

anyone, anywhere. Moreover, ‘migrants' communications practices provide an 

excellent opportunity to explore community in the context of new social media’ (Cited 

by L. Komito, 2011) and this is a direct advantage that the new generation of migrants 

have in their arsenal.  From my personal experience I can clearly tell the difference 

between the pre-internet and the situation after the introduction of such methods and 

how easily it is to communicate with Diaspora members nowadays than it was merely 

ten years ago, since my sister is a member of the Australian Diaspora herself and has 

lived there for the past eleven years.   

2.7 What links these Maltese immigrants to their home state? 

A lot of effort has been done by both the Maltese community in Australia and the 

home community in Malta to develop and strengthen the already nostalgic bonds 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ejournals.um.edu.mt/doi/10.1002/asi.21517/full#bib8
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which naturally are present, although at different levels, within the different 

generations of Maltese immigrants in Australia.  But why at different levels? 

Obviously, the nostalgia which was present in the first generation immigrants was 

much higher since they stepped foot into a vast and different nation which was in no 

means the same as the small society of Malta.  This is what gave start to the many 

Maltese Community Clubs which are especially strong in the two largest cities with 

Maltese influence, Melbourne and Sydney.  These clubs, were set up by many first 

generation and second generation immigrants and provide the Maltese opportunities 

to assert their common interests and culture.  They organize various activities which 

are also done in Malta and many exchanges between the two states occur because 

of these clubs.  

Other factors which linked these people to their true home are religion and language.  

Values are important for identities and they remained at the center of their whole lives 

and continued to practice them wherever they set foot, especially with the setting up 

of the Church organization “Kummissjoni Emigrant”.  In fact only 11% of the second 

generation Maltese immigrants consider themselves as ‘Australian first’ (Cauchi, 

2014, p.12).  This shows that the values which were held so tightly were passed on 

from first generation to the second generation without any hesitation.  In my opinion, 

the pinnacle example of the Maltese religious influence in Australia is the building of 

the Ta’ Pinu Shrine in Bacchus Marsh, Melbourne, which I also had the opportunity to 

visit.  On the other hand, in the linguistic question, many first generation immigrants 

were not extremely fluent in the English language, but to a certain point learned it as 

time passed.  This is not the case in the second generation immigrants and those 
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who followed them.  English became extremely important and the second generation 

is the generation which grasped both languages to their fullest extent since present 

generations prefer to use English as their mother language although having a Maltese 

background.  

The only relevant literature which struck me most when I was doing my research, 

regarding the new wave of Maltese migration in Brussels, apart from the countless 

brochures which happen to arrive by mail, which are there to promote Politicians and 

their work in the European Institutions, and the small numbers of official data on the 

working population of Maltese in the European Capital, were not official statistics or 

detail-full books like the ones written by Prof. Maurice Cauchi, Dr. Raymond Xerri and 

the other frontrunners which wrote in fascinating detail about the Maltese experience 

in Australia but the novels such as the one written by young Maltese prodigy Guze’ 

Stagno ‘What Happens in Brussels Stays in Brussels’ and other works by Brussels-

based Maltese authors such as Pierre J. Meilak, Alex Vella Gera and Simon Bartolo 

who are among the best contributors to the Maltese language publications. 

This unique piece of literature (“What Happens in Brussels Stays in Brussels”), 

although it is a piece which was written to sell with no intention of informing people 

about the work done by the Maltese in the European Framework, offers a unique 

opportunity to try to begin to understand this new phenomena from a previously 

unmentioned viewpoint.  Previous authors who embraced the Diasporic element in 

their writings have always stayed at the numerical and statistical viewpoint and have 

never tried, unlike Stagno’s work, to use this migration phenomena to bring about 
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new cultural and social reforms.  Stagno uses migration to Brussels to modernize 

several issues, such as the sexual aspect of Maltese living abroad, which in the past 

were considered as taboo. In the past, when other migrants such as Dr. Joe Chetcuti, 

tried to write about LGBT rights, in his book “Il-Ktieb ir-Roza” (1997), he stirred 

controversy in Malta and his work was censored and from Australia he led a lonely 

battle way before gay rights were entrenched and accepted in society.  

This shows us that even the social mentality of the Maltese Islands has evolved and 

improved to the extent of accepting and embracing new ideas and this could have 

never been done without the exposure that migrants gave towards these specific 

issues and one can safely state that Maltese migrants paved the way towards new, 

positive thinking. 

2.8 Conclusion 

Many benefits have surely trickled down on the Maltese Islands during the years in 

which migration played a vital role in Maltese affairs.  The contribution that Australian 

migrants have made to their native country, which cannot simply be calculated only 

as a financial amount, which will also be tackled in the upcoming case studies.  The 

cultural, intellectual, political, economic and social situation in Malta improved 

dramatically with the help of these immigrants who went overseas and to a certain 

point learned a new way of life which eventually was passed to those who stayed 

behind.   On the other hand, the newer wave of migration which hit Malta post-

European Union accession, is too young and we are just starting to experience new 
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forms of literature which, as discussed above, at times could be shocking and 

revolutionary, to say the least.  
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3.1 Introduction 

The purpose of this chapter is to examine how Diaspora fits in various other theories 

and to explain the theoretical underpinning of this work.  In this chapter, I intend to 

link the phenomena of Diaspora with the International Relations Theory and I will 

observe how diaspora lays a role in the so called Soft Power of states and hence they 

play a role in the foreign policy of countries under discussion.  As a result, the theory 

of Transnational Belonging is going to be analyzed to see how states are affected and 

how Foreign Policy is undertaken to fit the Diasporic needs, with reference to the 

Constructivist and Liberalist Theory.  Finally the Push and Pull factors are going to be 

discussed to clearly identify the factors that led to the different waves of Maltese 

migration that took place.  

3.2 Diaspora and International Relations Theory 

Diaspora is a well-discussed reality and in the field of International Relations it has 

become a pressing issue considering that it has many effects on the host states and 

even on the home state.  Mainly, ‘Diasporas impact is being felt as part of the process 

of migration and the problem of refugees’ (Yossi Shain, 2007, p.127).  This is the 

major issue which has dominated the International Political arena in recent history 

and many states are suffering the serious, if not contentious issues that are related to 

the position of Diasporas overseas and other that arrived as immigrants.    

But the main issue which could affect most the Maltese-Australian community, which 

is discussed in this dissertation, is the reality that Diaspora members could use their 

situation effectively to put pressure on different Governments and act as pressure 
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groups in order to obtain rights and more favorable conditions.  Shain and Barth 

argue that Diasporas may be seen as a source of opposition for governments in their 

homeland (International Organization, Vol. 57, No. 3, 2003).  In such cases opposition 

groups could even go as far as using their ability in finding recruits, funding, or arms 

for violent activities this on behalf of their kin-states.  This reality is obviously more 

related to turbulent states, such as Syria, Iraq and Libya.  In the past the Irish 

diaspora were deemed as key supporters of the war of Independence in their home 

country and even supported the IRA guerilla warfare.  Hence in, ongoing major 

clashes or civil wars, diaspora can engage even from a distance. On the other hand, 

in stable states, Diaspora members can constitute a strong lobby and adopt much 

more subtle methods in trying to convince entire Governments to act in their favour. 

‘Given their importance, and their status as a permanent feature in the imperfect 

nation-state system, Diasporas now receive growing attention from decision makers 

around the world’ (Connor, 1986) and this is applied in the case of the Maltese-

Australians.  Although thousands of miles away from their natural home, Maltese 

migrants in Australia are no strangers to criticizing the political, social and economic 

situation back in Malta and as discussed before, Maltese Political leaders take good 

notice of this criticism in their projection, devising and implementation of National and 

Foreign Policy.  

‘Diasporas thus engage in efforts to shape national identity not so much to gain through 

it leverage over (material) interests, but mainly because it is their interest to insure and 
sustain an identity that perpetuates and nourishes their self-image.’ (International 
Organization, 2003, Vol. 57, No. 3, p.459).   
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This is quite inaccurate, in the case of Australia, since in my opinion, Maltese first and 

second generation migrants still want, in some way or another to influence decisions 

in their home nation. This has quite been proven in the issue of the double 

citizenship, which has evolved as time passed and generations evolved even though 

the citizenship case is a case of rights, rather than political influence.  These 

phenomena will be discussed in detail in the next chapter. 

Moreover, the whole relevance of the Maltese Diaspora, is discussed annually in the 

annual meeting of the Council of the Maltese Living Abraod, in Malta.  Their role is to 

give a future to the Maltese Diaspora group, while remembering what the Maltese 

Community has passed through in order to achieve what it has achieved throughout 

the years. During these Conventions, it is noted that various concerns of the Maltese-

Australian Diaspora are discussed.  It is noted that other Maltese Diasporas around 

the world have similar concerns but there are new issues that are being raised in 

newer places of migration, including Brussels and the Emirates.  The way in which 

these diaspora can be engaged to boost the soft power interest of the Maltese Islands 

is also discussed. 

3.3 Soft Power and Diasporic Movements 

‘Soft Power allows small countries to be big’ (David McWilliams, Independent Online 

Edition, May 2011).  Nye’s theory of Soft Power, which states that: 

‘Soft Power is the ability to shape what others want, which can rest on the attractiveness 
of one’s culture and values or the ability to manipulate the agenda of political choices’ 
(Nye, 2004, p.7), 
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can be perfectly adopted by small states to achieve their Foreign Policy goals.  The 

competition between tangible power and intangible power in the 21st century is quite 

up and running and many scholars are starting to shift ideologies towards a more 

liberal and modern style of Politics with increased importance to the image, rather to 

the means which lead to the final result.  It was customary, in Realist-dominated 

periods or regime, to believe that using intangible power is not always considered a 

necessity since having economic and military might may be enough to win over 

others.  But as the tide turned, many Governments started to use Soft Power as a 

method to improve their home state’s image overseas and thus reaping rewards from 

this reputation.   

Ying Fan argues that the impact of hard power is normally direct and immediate and 

those seeking immediate results in wars and conflict, the best method remains the 

tangible method (Fan, 2006).  But on the other hand, states who are planning in the 

long-term and view business links, trade, commerce and more modern business 

opportunities tend to use the power of attraction and make their nation desirable for 

new business or relation opportunities.   

Diaspora can serve brilliantly to this cause.  First of all, Diaspora members are 

obviously already based in overseas states and can serve as the best unofficial 

ambassadors of the state from which they are coming and no advertisement 

campaign can come close to the real physical experience.  In the Maltese case, the 

Maltese living abroad already have, overall, a name of being reliable, hardworking 

and sensible people who stop at nothing to see their job done and this could serve as 
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a free international advert of what can be found in the Maltese Islands themselves.  

While Malta is often punching above its weight with bigger states in the international 

system, employing the resources of the diaspora for Soft Power purposes is 

beneficial and may lead to important outcomes. 

3.4 Transnational Belonging: A one generation Phenomenon?  

3.4.1 What is Transnational Belonging? 

Communication with diasporic communities has never been easier. New and simpler 

methods of communication have turned traditional methods as long-distance phone 

calls and telegrams into old methods and with the advent of the internet and with the 

dramatic improvement in human mobility, migrants have much greater potential to 

retain contact with their country of origin.  All these factors have shaped the study of 

Transnational Belonging which, in simple terms, states that many people may now 

‘belong to two or more societies at the same time’ (Levitt, migrationpolicy.org, 

October 1st 2004). This particular phenomena, although relatively modern, is not as 

new as we may think and the roots of this theory span around 120 years. These 

people live, work and express political, cultural and social interests in the host country 

while maintaining a strong homeland connections which span from political affiliations 

to religious beliefs to business ventures that are based thousands of miles away from 

the recipient state and the first traces of this phenomena occurred when Europeans 

remained active in internal politics from the new homes in America and continued to 

develop into a whole theory.   
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3.4.2 When can this theory be best applied?   

Many scholars disagree on the applicability of this theory, since on one hand, for 

many first and second generation migrants, transnationalism was extremely 

important, but the means to remain in contact with their homeland were extremely 

slow and inefficient and this may have led to the gradual lack of possibilities or 

interest in remaining relevant in both states, even though the general feeling of first 

and second generation migrants was to stay in touch as frequent as they possibly 

could.  But on the other hand, as the world became more globalized and we entered 

the Technological Age, the application of this theory became much easier to apply. 

Many third and fourth generation migrants could easily travel to their ancestor’s 

homeland or create ties with their relatives back home without any hard work.  New 

social media facilities permit constant and instant contact with family and friends 

overseas.  On the other hand, one must acknowledge that migrants often shift in 

priorities. As the interest in ‘back-home’ decreases, their main goal often becomes 

integration with the multicultural and multiethnic context of the new country.  

Integration implies an effort to break out of their community’s comfort zone and rach 

other to new ways of life. 

This has created an internal clash in this theory since although there was a general 

thirst for Transnational Belonging in the first and second generation migrants as in the 

case of the Maltese in Australia, which was felt most during the early post-World War 

II period, the subsequent generations, didn’t feel the need for constant 

communication or relevance in their home state.  In my opinion, although the huge 

advancement in technologies have made it easier to travel, the massive distance is 
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still a stumbling block as many still are disheartened by the air miles and expenses to 

travel between Australia and Malta and Australia.  But this theory remains relevant for 

the new waves of emigrants who leave for family or professional reasons and many 

others to migrate to new destinations in Europe (namely Brussels and Luxemburg) 

and other destinations in the Gulf, namely the Emirates.  These individuals are more 

likely to feel the need to remain relevant in both their homeland and in the state in 

which they live and work.  This may mirror of the situation of Maltese migrants to 

Australia and only time can tell if the general application of this theory would decline 

as generations shift their way of life.   

3.5 Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism and Diaspora 

Three Political theories in the discipline of International Relations all shed light on the 

role of Diasporic groups in the formulation of Foreign Policy.  It is critical to asses 

each case on its own merit depending on whether the local Government sees 

Diasporic communities to suit national interests.   

3.5.1 Realism and Diaspora 

‘States are the central actors in a system characterized by anarchy, where rationality, 

territorial boundaries, state-centrism and power politics are the defining features of 

the state’ (Donnelly, 2009, p.32).  This perception of Political Theory leaves no 

particular space for outside groups to help formulating their Foreign Policy goals since 

it leaves out the majority of non-state actors which are not deemed to be part of the 

central system of Governance.  International Institutions, NGO’s and members of 

Diaspora, which in reality have no tangible political power are left out completely in 
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the decision making process and although some Diasporas tend to form a direct 

challenge to the Realist Governments, they are not politically and economically strong 

enough to go on a full-scale confrontation with their home-state Government.   

3.5.2 Liberalism and Diaspora 

On the other hand, Diaspora is given much more importance in the Liberal 

perspective where it is assumed that cooperation between different states and the 

existence of liberal democratic institutions tend to reduce the possibility of conflict.  

This perspective is more open to the globalization processes and empowers non-

state actors to have a say in internal and international political affairs.  This is why 

Diaspora groups tend to be more effective in fulfilling their full Soft Power potential 

when their home state tends to employ Liberal rather than Realist perspectives, since 

Liberalism gives ‘individuals and private groups that struggle for various interests as 

primary actors in international relations’ (Shain and Barth, 2003, p.406).  Liberal 

Governments tend to let movements such as the Diasporic movement to act as a 

trans-national state actor with the full backing and cooperation of the local 

Government.   

3.5.3 Constructivism and Diaspora 

The Constructivist approach is a bit different from the Realist or Liberal ideologies, 

since it is rather a way of life rather than a theory.  The Constructivist approach 

considers diasporic communities as important contributors of identities.  These 

communities are also deemed influential on the emergence of future arrangements as 
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where Diaspora members can contribute to the policies and developments of the 

state in their country of origin. 

3.6 Push and Pull Factors Theorem  

Why do people migrate? Many tried to answer this question and National 

Geographic’s ‘Marco Polo “Xpeditions”’ defined human migration as ‘the movement of 

people from one place in the world to another for the purpose of taking up permanent 

or semi-permanent residence, usually across a political boundary’ 

(http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions, 2005).  But our main concern, is why 

did thousands of Maltese choose to migrate to Australia after the Second World War? 

The answer to this question can be found when applying the Maltese situation, 

between the 1950’s and 1980’s to the Push and Pull factors theorem  In the IV 

Convention of the Maltese diaspora that took place in April 2015, one keynote 

speaker even asserted that the wave of organized migration to Australia may even be 

deemed as “Forced migration”, since with the extremely difficult situation the Maltese 

Island was facing after the Second World War, many Maltese had no choice but 

emigrate in order to find a better life for themselves and their families. 

3.6.1 Push Factors 

The Push Factors are those reasons which, to a certain point, push a person out of 

his/her home nation.  Many Push Factors exist, but the most accurate one in the case 

of Malta are the poor economic conditions of the Islands which lead many Maltese to 

leave Malta.  ‘The contracting economy of my homeland’ (Malta) (Cauchi, 1999) was 

one of the main Push Factors which was enough to convince many Maltese to settle 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions
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in Australia, particularly in Melbourne and in Sydney, where the economic situation 

was extremely prosperous and it was very easy to find a well-paid job.  This reason 

also prompted the first and second generation Maltese Immigrants to start and send 

hefty amounts of money towards their home state and, to some extent, this money 

was crucial for many families to survive.  The Push Factors, as Malta entered the 

Independence era, started to shift to a more political tone, since after the departure of 

the British Empire, Malta passed through a turbulent phase and certain liberties were 

to a certain point withheld and this prompted a tight section of the Maltese population 

to immigrate to more liberal lands. 

The situation in the new wave of migration which hit the Maltese Islands, cannot be 

attributed to severe push factors which force people to migrate in order to find a new, 

stable life overseas.  Life in modern, 21st century Malta is quite calm and attractive, 

with new job opportunities available for those who work hard, but the new wave of 

European migration made it possible for a particular group of people who are 

specialized in European affairs, Diplomacy and Civil Service and want to broaden 

their horizon and work in a greater institution with more reaping rewards than if 

working with the Maltese Government in Malta.  Wages are higher and living abroad 

is an adventure for all, especially young people, and one can determine that in this 

modern case, the so-called ‘pull-factors’ are the ‘push-factors’ which led to many 

migrating to work with EU Institutions in Europe, mainly Brussels. 
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3.6.2 Pull Factors 

On the other hand, the Pull Factors are those reasons which attract people to a 

particular state.  ‘In geo-physical terms, Malta is as tiny as Australia is enormous’ 

(Cauchi, 1999, p.2). One can never start to compare the traditional, historical and 

cultural aspects of the Maltese Islands with those of Australia, since the latter is quite 

a new State and the Maltese Islands have been forged in thousands of years of 

cultural development.  But during the early years after the Second World War until the 

late 1980’s, Australia, together with various other states, were the leading destination 

for a mass-migratory population, who was willing to work hard and earn money for the 

livelihood of entire generations. 

But what made thousands of Maltese choose Melbourne and Sydney as their 

preferred destination? There is one similarity between the Maltese Islands and these 

two cities. The port life was deeply set in the life of the Maltese, since for hundreds of 

years they depended on the earnings of this particular sector and ‘the Dockyard 

mentality’ (Cauchi, 1999, p. 10) helped them to easily settle in these two port-cities, 

which at that time were blossoming with business activity.   

It was mainly this economic reality which lured the majority of the Maltese towards 

Australia, since ‘for a young ambitious person with no established family business or 

professional tradition, anxious to get on, Malta was a difficult place’ (Cauchi, 1999, 

p.3). 

The pull factors which attract Maltese nationals to start working in the European 

Framework are on the other hand quite different.  Whole campaigns were done in 
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order to attract new people from new member states to give up their work in their 

home nation and begin a whole new career within the European core.  It is quite an 

attractive lifestyle which lured thousands of people and it is not quite forced upon, 

unlike the wave of Maltese who went to Australia due to the lack of jobs in their home 

nation.  The situation in the case of Brussels can be related to a “want”, while the 

situation in the case of Australia can be described as a “need”, if compared with 

economic terms and the ‘pull factors’ are present in both cases.  

3.7 Conclusion 

In the following case studies I will be exploring this phenomena within the Soft Power 

notion, which has become extremely important in the home nation’s public diplomacy 

effort.  Diasporas can promote culture, politics and contribute towards Malta’s 

economy not only through direct financial contributions but using their influence in 

their community to promote the image of the Maltese Islands. 
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4.1 Introduction 

The research presented in this dissertation attempts to draw out the major similarities 

and differences between the wave of migration, which occurred mainly after the 

Second World War, in which the bulk of the migrants settled in Australia, and the 

wave of migrants that are currently migrating to work in the European Union 

framework.  Moreover, this dissertation will ultimately try to understand the effects 

which these waves of migration had/have on the Maltese Islands. 

This dissertation follows a case study methodology, as the two case studies 

mentioned are going to be analyzed in the upcoming chapters and the material and 

statistics used in this part was mainly primary sources from distinguished authors in 

the Diaspora field.  In desk-based research, various secondary sources such as e-

books, e-journals, pdf files and unofficial reports and articles in the form of blogs and 

online newspapers were also used.  The main texts which were extremely useful 

were: “Gozitan Crossings” by Dr. Raymond Xerri, “Maltese Migrants in Australia” and 

“The Maltese Migrant Experience” by Prof. Maurice Cauchi.  Finally, apart from the 

qualitative approach which this dissertation is based upon, the quantitative approach 

was also used when obtaining statistics from the various sources on the subject.  

4.2 Research Design 

According to Spratt, Walker, and Robinson quantitative research is defined, not just 

by its use of numerical measures, but also that it generally follows a natural science 

model of the research process measurement to establish objective knowledge (2004). 

Therefore these are suggesting that a mixed approach must be taken in order to 
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obtain the best results in one’s work.  That is the way which I adopted a mixed 

approach since both qualitative and quantitative approaches were deemed useful. 

Qualitative data was obtained from empirical research with members of the diaspora 

and individuals who work closely with them.  I have long interviews with four in 

Australia and four living in Brussels.  The snowballing method was employed when 

interviews were recruited through my older sister who has migrated permanently to 

Australia and the others living in Brussels were also contacted via the snowballing 

method.  In my interviews, I probed their perceptions.   

My own visits to Australia, apart from inspiring me and giving me the idea to choose 

this area in my dissertation, also permitted greater insights into this part of the topic.  

Moreover, my own home village in Xaghra, Gozo is made up of individuals with close 

connections to members of the diaspora and this in itself influenced my 

interpretations. The majority of the families in Xaghra, have relatives or close friends 

who either left Gozo to Australia or mainland Europe and this, also inspired me to 

reflect on this particular research question.  

4.2.1 Desk-based research and archive research 

The whole basis of my study were the Primary and Secondary sources on the subject 

which were reviewed through the University Library and the Gozo National Library.  I 

also made use of articles which I found in various journals both online, through search 

engines such as Google Scholar and journals which were stored in the Gozo National 

Library.  All this data was interpreted in the context of my study. Apart from this I 

looked at the archives of the Maltese Foreign Ministry and Maltese Parliament to try 
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and extract information on the newly formed Council for the Maltese Living Abroad to 

try and analyze the present situation of Maltese Diaspora members.  Desk-based 

research is beneficiary since it could help to refine objectives, design primary 

research and it helped to set the questions for the interviews which I later conducted.  

4.2.2 Case study Methodology and Comparative analyses  

In the two case studies, I intend to compare the post-Second World War wave of 

migration to Australia with the newer wave of migrations towards the European Union.  

This type of methodology helps to better understand the outcomes of research that 

took place throughout the years which best adapt, shift and challenge the migratory 

situation.  Case study methodology best help to answer the ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 

and fit perfectly the descriptive type of research.  This dissertation adopted a two-

case-study system chosen to compare and contrast the two different waves of 

emigration from the Maltese Islands.  It was assumed that these migratory waves also 

defined the lives of those who did not leave the Maltese Islands themselves to form 

part of the Diaspora. 

Comparison is a crucial tool of analysis and its main strengths is the power of 

description and plays a vital part in theory building and it allows us to probe 

similarities and contrasts in areas under investigation.    

4.2.3 Interviews 

I chose to follow the unstructured method of interviewing people related with this 

subject via e-mail.  This gave me the chance to ask all the questions I wanted to 

those who are directly related with this subject or work within the Diasporic 
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phenomena.  Moreover, since they had to write their answers and opinions via e-mail, 

the risk of losing valuable elements of the answer was completely diminished and 

enabled me to analyze better the submitted answers.  It was important to ask different 

questions to each participant so that each participant could give his/her honest 

opinion on their area of expertise in regards the Diaspora phenomena.  Obviously the 

level of consistency will not be very high since the questions asked were not the 

same.    

The interviewees who took part in this research were: 

 Dr. Franklin Mamo, who is currently representing the Maltese living in Belgium. 

 Ms. Stephanie Darmanin, a lawyer-linguist based in Brussels. 

 Carmen-Frances Carabott, a translator and also resides in Brussels. 

 Mr. Pierre J. Meilak, an award-winning Gozitan author, based in Brussels.  

On the other hand, to examine the Maltese-Australian Diaspora, I interviewed    

individuals who have first-hand experience of the post-war wave of migration and 

others who are currently experiencing the effects of the aging Maltese community in 

Australia.  These include: 

 Prof. Maurice Cauchi, Senior Lecturer and author of various books on the 

topic. 

 Mr. Laurence Dimech, Editor, journalist and a member of the Maltese High 

Commission between 1971 and 1977. 

 Ms. Charmaine Cassar who is a member of the Maltese-Australians Youth 

Committee of New South Wales. 
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 Ms. Marlene Scicluna, who is a Maltese-Australian radio host with SBS. 

These people gave me a detailed insight of how current generations are currently 

faring in both states and on what is done to transform the roles which different 

generations. 

The interviewees had to be carefully chosen in order to have a balance between the 

older generations, the newer younger generations and those who are representing 

both the Diaspora members from within the Diasporas themselves and from the home 

nation so that an unbiased form of analyses would be created.  The planning and the 

structuring of the interviews and the interviews themselves were plain sailing and I 

really found the interviewees helpful and committed to help me.  The only problem 

which I encountered, and which is probably the most alarming, was the lack of 

response from the Australian High Commission, which lacked the efficiency to simply 

reply to my email in the first place. 

4.3 Where do I fit in the picture? 

The author’s role is one of the most important roles in this process.  Data gathering 

and interpretation are the two most challenging aspects of any dissertation and the 

author has to work extremely hard in order to obtain the relevant literature and 

develop it into fruitful arguments.  This process has been an integral part in the 

finalization of this dissertation and throughout the whole year which I have been 

researching and working to complete this work, I feel that I have developed more as 

an academic and this experience has opened new ways of thinking and analyzing 

processes which I didn’t possess before. 
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4.4 Strengths and Limitations 

The research question posed some limitations which were mainly encountered by the 

researcher during the process of information gathering. First of all, the dearth of 

relevant literature was an opportunity for me to explore this area but it also posed 

challenges.  There is some accurate data gathered by authors with firsthand 

experience in this area but still comparative work on Maltese diaspora is still nascent.  

Moreover, as the second wave of European migration which I am tackling is quite a 

new issue, no relevant literature has been written yet and I had to rely on a small 

amount of documents available by the Council for Maltese Living Abroad and my 

findings on statistics which were published by the European Statistics Agency or the 

National Statistics Office, which although accurate lack a certain academic 

perspective to my dissertation. 

Moreover, another limitation was that the reports of the last two meeting of the 

Foreign Affairs Ministry’s ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ were not available for 

the general public. The 2012 report was available and it was extremely well-

structured and well-written but it is the only report which has been yet issued until the 

submission of this dissertation.  This has proved to be a limitation in my work since 

the results and comparison will not be fully updated to the 2014 levels but would 

rather be up till the 2012 levels.  

All this research helped me to construct the following two case studies, with one 

giving a comparative approach towards the history of both migratory patterns and the 

other one focuses on the current situation of these communities, from the point of 
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view of the people who experienced at first hand the implications of being a Maltese 

migrant. 
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CASE STUDY 1 
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Case Study 1: Two waves of Maltese Migration: Similarities and 

difference between the realities of the Maltese Diaspora in 

Australia and in Brussels 

5.1 Introduction 

‘Throughout the years, we have succeeded in changing our ideas and terminology in 
regards of the Maltese who live abroad. Before we addressed them as “migrants”.  Now 
we prefer to use the phrase “Maltese who live abroad” because for us there is only one 
Maltese nationality: some live here in Malta, while others live outside.’ – Dr. Lawrence 
Gonzi (Parliamentary speech in regards to the setting up of the Council of the Maltese 
Living abroad, 2010).  

 

Many Maltese who live abroad, are hesitant to let go of their Maltese roots and local 

Politicians have acknowledged that although the state where a person lives can 

change throughout a person’s lifetime because of various uncontrollable reasons, 

mainly work, their culture, historical background and natural inclination towards their 

home-state would always remain there and it was always in the agenda of Maltese 

Governments to remain in constant contact with the Maltese living abroad.  However, 

the most pressing concern for policy makers is that the issue of the Diasporic element 

cannot be put into one whole basket and dealing with different Diaspora groups using 

the same approach to each case can result in unfruitful relationships, since each 

Diasporic group has its unique characteristics which makes them unique.  This Case 

Study tends to look at the major empirical differences between these two waves of 

different migration (Australia and Belgium), since although both these waves fall 

under the “Maltese Living Abroad” tag that Dr. Gonzi categorized all migrants in, the 

area, history, needs and wants of these two groups tend to vary the characteristics of 

each and every migrant living outside the Maltese Islands. 
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5.2 Different Waves of Maltese Diaspora: A background 

A local myth is that the Maltese population in Australia is bigger than the Maltese 

population in Malta (York, April 1995). Although this is not an accurate statement, 

there is no undermining that the Maltese community in Australia is huge. If a name 

was to be given to the Maltese migrants, Cohen’s categorization would perfectly suit 

the Maltese situation, that being of “labor migrants” and to a certain extent “imperial 

migrants” (Cohen, 2008, p.4), since the bulk of the Maltese migration process to 

Australia occurred during the time when Malta was a British Colony.  The earliest 

attempts to organize mass-migration to Australia came in 1827, when J.H. Frere 

suggested to the Colonial Office that ‘it should populate the vast extent of territory in 

Southern Africa and Australasia with Maltese subjects’ (Price, 1954, p.42).  But the 

first financed scheme to send people to Australia took place in 1883, when around 70 

people, immigrated to Australia, on board the British steamer, the “Nuddea” (Cauchi, 

1990, p.6). The Maltese population grew at a very small rate until the Second World 

War, due to several restrictions, with the population of Maltese migrants in Australia 

was 1350 by the end of 1921.   

The biggest number of Maltese emigrants to Australia, left in the post-Second World 

War, precisely in the late 40’s and the early 50’s, when a whole exodus of migrants 

started to take place since the restrictions on the freedom of movements began to be 

lifted.  Many factors led to this mass-migration, with the baby-boom in the fifties and 

the gradual run down that led to less jobs in the Maltese Dockyard and services to the 

British Navy being the main reasons (Cauchi, 1990, p.8).  During this period, many 

Maltese aspired to a new life, with new job opportunities outside the, geographically-
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restricted, economically limited Maltese Islands. They found the vast territory of 

Australia, which was making great strides ahead, as a perfect place to settle.   

After the mass-exodus of the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s, the pattern of mass-migration 

began to shift from an economic nature towards a more socio-political nature.  During 

the 1970’s, after the departure of the British Forces, Malta was dealing with post-

Colonialism and it was trying to re-build itself.  As records show, there was little 

migration in the 1970’s.  In fact, a slow wave of return migration towards Malta, since 

new job opportunities were beginning to form. As Professor Henry Frendo states, ‘A 

far larger proportion of those coming to Australia than before have been from the 

middle and professional classes’ (Frendo, 1988, n.139). The main reason for this was 

the reduction in political freedom and democracy in the 70’s, which led to migration 

being the last and most severe measure to these people who sought more freedom.  

Malta at this particular time, could not offer a lot to the high-aspirant level of 

professionals from the higher and middle classes and the only solution for this 

particular group was to immigrate to more open states, such as Australia and cities 

such as Melbourne and Sydney were the perfect locations.   

As opposed to the mass immigration of the post-war period, another wave of smaller-

scale migration occurred when Malta joined the European Union in 2004.  When 

compared with the wave of migration which occurred after the Second World War, we 

can observe that the numbers are fantastically lower since the number of people who 

left Malta to live overseas, post-2004, was significantly lower.  This can be attributed 

to the increase in the standard of living of the Maltese Islands which in the last 
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decade has prompted many Maltese migrants from overseas states to come back to 

Malta for good.  However, the new opportunities in Continental Europe, mostly 

Brussels, the European Union Capital City, where the major undertakings of Maltese-

EU relations take place, were enough to convince a group of highly educated Maltese 

to search of jobs within the European Union structures and institutions.  Many 

Maltese who emigrated towards mainland Europe, initially did not feel that they were 

migrating Malta as Malta formed part of these structure.  But eventually, they formed 

a diasporic community and they started experiencing some of the concerns of people 

living abroad as emigrants too. 

As Dr. Franklin Mamo, who is representing the Maltese living in mainland Europe, 

said in the first meeting of the ‘Kunsill Għall-Maltin Li Jgħixu Barra Minn Malta’: 

‘Since this experience is extremely recent, I believe that certain difficulties are still to be 
discovered, until the Maltese public administration would have adapted itself for these 
new social and legal realities’ (New Beginnings, Council for the Maltese Living Abroad’ 
First meeting – September 2012, p.45),  

 

which basically means that the Malta-EU migratory pattern is quite a new 

phenomenon and a certain amount of time must pass before starting to judge how 

this is affecting the Maltese Islands, particularly the Administration.  Nevertheless, 

although the statement is accurate, this new phenomenon brings about several 

urgent matters, such as the language issue in Australia and the voting issue in 

Brussels that have to be tackled sooner rather than later.      
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5.3 Theory of Reciprocity  

Reciprocity has been a part of the Maltese culture for a long time.  The main reason 

for this is the general close ties between members of Maltese families and the 

general caring characteristic which the Maltese people are famous for.  As time 

passed and the Diasporas began to shape up, this mixture of wellbeing came into 

effect as well and it was only customary to help relatives which remained back home. 

5.3.1 Post-Second World War Wave of Migration to Australia 

‘The basic structure of reciprocity, consists of a kind treatment by another person and 

a behavioral reaction to that treatment’ (Falk and Fischbacher, 2000, p.7).  This has 

been the main mindset of the first and second generation immigrants who left Malta to 

find a better-paid job and it was the custom that immigrants who left the Maltese islands 

to settle in other states with well-paid jobs, would send over money back to their 

relatives who needed this money to live.  Generally, the ample amount of money earned 

by the first two generations, during this period was sent back home in order for their 

families to survive the harsh economic realities which Malta faced after the Second 

World War.  Their remittances which were constantly being sent to their families back 

in Malta were considered the main economic income to hundreds of families and 

without this money, many faced tough economic realities.   

Professor Cauchi, in his 1999 book, gave a total value to the total remittances received 

by the Maltese and Gozitans.  Many men who left behind their wives, usually sent a big 

chunk of their pay back to Malta.  Cauchi estimated that: 



 
 

49 
 
 

‘The total remittances received by Maltese and Gozitans living in Malta from migrant 
sources – personal remittance, gifts, dowries, inheritances and pensions – for the period 
1945 to 1997 amount to LM648,000,000, or AU$2.56 billion” (Cauchi, 1999, p.190).  

 

This trend was common and practices by both first generation and second generation 

Maltese immigrants and up till the 1970’s it was extremely common that Maltese living 

in Malta, especially the majority of the housewives, depended directly on the sum of 

money which was received from receiving nations (Xerri, 2005, p.230). 

This influx obviously helped the local economy since this money was spent in the 

Maltese Island and to a certain point it helped to generate the local economy which was 

badly hit after the Second World War.  But as time passed and the Maltese islands 

began to improve economic wise, these so called ‘donations’ (Xerri, 2005, p.232) began 

to decrease, since the Maltese economic sector began to flourish and the money sent 

from Australia and the other states were not central for the economy to continue to 

grow. In the 1970’s the local Government started to open up major factories which 

employed thousands of people, especially hundreds of women and the economic wheel 

started to turn without the need of the Maltese immigrant’s money, with the advent of 

the Maltese Islands as a primary tourist destination reaping its earliest rewards.  

Presently, the only amounts of money being sent from Australia towards Malta, are the 

pensions which have been earned by the first and second generation Maltese 

immigrants who have decided to come back to live in Malta. 

5.3.2 Post-EU Membership Wave of Migration to Belgium 

After 2004’s accession to the European Union, some Maltese left the islands to seek 

a new career with the many agencies of the European Union, where there was the 
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need to fill many positions: one of the most common being that of a translator, since 

all European Union documents need to be translated into the vernacular and 

interpreters were needed for speeches, since the Maltese language became one of 

the official languages of the European Union.  This influx of Maltese nationals in the 

European Union was not forced by the authorities, even though there was a need for 

Maltese nationals in Brussels.  For this personal choice did not imply that they had to 

leave everything behind and go and live abroad as the early immigrants.  Many 

maintained property in Malta and left their family behind because there are daily 

flights to Brussels and the distance is short.  The economic situation in Malta, when 

compared to the one after the Second World War, was extremely good and no 

serious economic shortages or political instability occurred in Malta in the last decade, 

which continued to emphasize the fact that Maltese nationals chose this path, just to 

broaden their horizons and widen their job-related options with the EU framework and 

institutions.  Another difference between these two waves of migration is that in the 

first wave, the absolute majority of the people who left the Maltese Islands were 

manual workers or had a particular manual skill which was beneficial towards the 

growth of the Australian Continent.  On the other hand, the majority of the people who 

left the Maltese Islands to work in Belgium, post-2004, were mostly university 

graduates or professionals, who had life goals which seems more accomplishable 

overseas, but only at larger and more sophisticated structures such as the 

Commission, the European Parliament and many more European Institutions, which 

prior to 2004 were not a possibility of work for Maltese Nationals. It is true, the 

number of Maltese nationals in Belgium has constantly risen but it is nowhere near as 
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high as the figures of departure to Australia in the years after the Second World War 

but it is still a considerable amount. 

The custom of sending remittances to one’s left-behind family did not come into effect 

with the latest wave of emigrants. The Maltese Islands have evolved in the past 

decade to a certain point that it could join one of the strongest Unions in the world 

and the general standard of living risen in the past years, meaning that the context 

behind people leaving the Maltese Islands to find new jobs is entirely different now 

than it was around 60 years ago and the crucial sums of money which were sent by 

Maltese migrants in Australia for the physical, economic and social rebuilding of 

Malta, today are not needed.  The high levels of technology and ICT enables constant 

communication between the Island state and the new Diasporic communities and in 

the modern era, this form of communication results in the establishment of new 

political, entrepreneurial and social relationships which could benefit Malta more in 

the long run in the form of new long-term political planning, business deals and 

relationships between the Maltese Islands and the European Union.  Compared with 

the resources which were sent to Malta by the Maltese/Australian, which nearly all 

were in the form of cash, the resources which the new form of Maltese migrants could 

offer the Maltese Islands are more of a strategic nature and could offer opportunities 

for local businesses to broaden their operations and invest in new European areas 

where Maltese nationals are influential. 

Moreover, on a more political view, the Maltese Permanent Representation in Dar 

Malta, Brussels, could serve as the perfect advert and promoter for the Maltese 
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Islands in the hub of the European Union and several events such as the many 

exhibitions done in this place could attract people not only to visit Malta, leading to an 

increase in the number of tourists, but it also could attract new investments in the 

Maltese Islands.  The artistic exhibitions done by Raphael Vella in 20091 and 20142, 

which were attended by many foreigners and local diplomats and representatives with 

the last one attended by Maltese President Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, as a guest of 

honor are the perfect examples of Soft Power campaigns to bolster the reputation and 

capabilities of the Maltese Islands. 

.   

Fig 1. This graph portrays the first years ten years of the post-EU accession’s wave of 

migration3  

 

                                                           
 

1 http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20090724/arts-entertainment/raphael-vella-exhibition-at-dar-

malta.266472 
2 http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2014-10-31/local-news/President-Coleiro-Preca-attends-Dar-Malta-

divergent-thinkers-exhibition-in-Brussels-6736124714 
3 http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/submitViewTableAction.do?dvsc=0 

http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20090724/arts-entertainment/raphael-vella-exhibition-at-dar-malta.266472
http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20090724/arts-entertainment/raphael-vella-exhibition-at-dar-malta.266472
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2014-10-31/local-news/President-Coleiro-Preca-attends-Dar-Malta-divergent-thinkers-exhibition-in-Brussels-6736124714
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2014-10-31/local-news/President-Coleiro-Preca-attends-Dar-Malta-divergent-thinkers-exhibition-in-Brussels-6736124714
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/submitViewTableAction.do?dvsc=0
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5.4 Effects of the Return Migration on the Maltese Islands 

It is clear that once these groups of people leave the Maltese Islands, they would 

become exposed to new ways of living which they were not accustomed to back 

home and this could be quite a shock at first until the migrants settle down.  

Moreover, in the past, when these migrants come back to the Maltese Islands, this 

new way of life to which they become accustomed to must be passed on to fellow 

nationals with caution since it would clash with the traditional native way of life.  But 

this transition has become to a certain point obsolete since as time passed by 

Maltese nationals became more accepting of new and progressive way of life. 

5.4.1 Maltese-Australian migrants 

Up until the mid-1970’s, very few migrants returned back to the Maltese Islands.  

Those first generation immigrants who previously worked in the agriculture and 

fisheries sector before they left Malta, rarely returned and this also reflected in the 

immigrants who worked in other sectors of the Australian labor market. 

However, the situation began to change in the mid-1970’s, with ‘the number of 

returnee gradually increasing and beginning to catch up with the number of 

emigrants’ (Xerri, 2005, p.218).  By the mid-1980’s, many first-generation migrants 

came back, notably to Gozo, and in the year 1988, ‘for the first time in the twentieth 

century, there were more return migrants than migrants’ (Xerri, 2005, p.218) This had 

many positive effects on the Maltese Islands, primarily the fact that all the savings of 

these families was injected in the Maltese Economy.  This gave rise to huge 

investments, mainly in the construction business which led to a major property boom 



 
 

54 
 
 

in the Maltese Islands, since many returnees wanted to portray their successful stay 

overseas by the building of extremely large houses (Xerri, 2005, p.220).    

Secondly, the influx of these return migrants meant the opening of businesses based 

on the overseas business structure, since many returnees had the capital to start up 

new businesses from scratch and employ many people with them.  A particular sector 

which improved drastically because of this phenomena, was the mechanical and 

electrical engineering, since this was similar to what the return migrants used to do 

overseas, particularly in Melbourne.   

Other returnees, came to Malta as a direct effect of the large-scale employment 

schemes prior to the 1987 elections (Xerri, 2005, p.223).  This was a perfect 

opportunity for second generation immigrants to return back home and find a job 

without any difficulty and because of this 1988 was the golden year in which many 

returned from Melbourne and Sydney.   

The major comparison which can be done in these areas, is that between the first and 

second generations with the developing third and fourth generations since the general 

line of thought differed between the second and third generations.  Modern 

generations have stopped sending money to the Maltese Islands on a regular basis 

and started to focus more on the integratory process of the new multicultural 

phenomena which had started to hit Australia in the last three decades.  Moreover, 

once many of the first and second generation immigrants returned to Malta from 

these two cities, they brought their wealth in with them and subsequent generation 

needed to worry less on the wellbeing of their counterparts and this gave them more 
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space to integrate more in the Australian system and work for the wellbeing of 

themselves and their off springs.  

5.4.2 Maltese-Belgian Migrants  

As this is quite a new wave of migration and as discussed above the new levels of 

technology has made it particularly easy to feel at home from anywhere in the world, 

the wave of Maltese who went to live permanently in Belgium hasn’t had a direct blow 

on the Maltese Islands, unlike the post-Second World War Australian wave of 

migration, since although these people are based in Brussels and distance is 

extremely shorter compared to the distance between Australia and Malta, they still 

tend to visit their home state regularly, in some cases even more than one time per 

year.  This softens  the element of family division which was felt so much after the 

Second World War and unlike the situation in Australia, which the only method of 

communication was letter writing, new technological methods such as Skype, 

Facebook and Twitter has made it exceptionally easier to stay in touch with family 

members at home.  Moreover, migrants have used this improvement in technology to 

remain relevant in their home state as well and with the use of social media and 

internet blogs, migrants in the modern era have successfully remained relevant in 

effectively and efficiently giving out their opinions on local matters and have their 

voice being heard.   

Return migrants from Belgium can offer quite a lot to the Maltese Islands, particularly 

to the Maltese Government.  These migrants, rather than a Belgian perspective on 

matters, could offer a more Europeanized way of thinking, creating and implementing 
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policy.  One has to keep in mind, that both the leader of the incumbent Government, 

Prime Minister Joseph Muscat and the Leader of the Opposition, Dr. Simon Busuttil 

were Members of the European Parliament.  First and foremost, the people 

representing the Maltese Government, who become migrants in themselves, are 

working round the clock, with extremely tight deadlines and a complex system of 

checks and balances and if they decide to come back working in Malta, the Maltese 

Government should not hesitate to employ these people, with their experience and 

track record in the European framework and institutions, since the input which they 

can give in the Maltese Administration system would be impeccable, efficient and up 

to the European Standard.  The Maltese Civil Service, could benefit from the 

European and international links which these migrants could have created in their 

time overseas and this could serve as a direct link to new business and trade 

opportunities with new partners, both European and global. 

As stated before, this is a modern wave of migration and nothing tangible can be 

solidified until these migrants who live in Belgium start to return back to the Maltese 

Islands and unlike the Australian wave of migration, not a lot of statistics and studies 

have been completed yet on this particular wave of migration, but nevertheless, one 

can start drawing out the similarities and differences between the two waves and 

analyzing what can be done to enhance more cooperation between the Maltese 

Islands and these two separate waves of migration. 
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5.5 Issue of Double Citizenship for Migrants 

Up till 1989, a Maltese could only have one citizenship.  This meant that those who 

went to Australia had to lose their Maltese citizenship if they were to obtain the 

Australian citizenship. Wearing, in his 1985 study, showed that there was “little 

relationship between citizenship and general satisfaction and identification with the 

Australian way of life” (Wearing, 1985, p.395). Moreover, in his study, he remarked 

that only 17% of the first generation immigrants who had been living in Australia for 

12 years or less became Australian citizens, while on the other hand, 60% of those 

who had been living in Australia for more than 22 years applied for the Australian 

Citizenship (Cauchi, 1990, p.103, as cited by Wearing, 1985).  What does this mean?  

As time passed, the majority of the younger section of the first generation Maltese did 

not bother to obtain the Australian citizenship, the primary reason being that the 

Maltese ‘do not part with the Maltese citizenship lightly’ (Cauchi, 1990, p.104). 

Moreover, they were quite happy with their already given rights in Australia and many 

hoped that they would return back to the Maltese Islands but on the other hand, many 

of the older section of first generation immigrants obtained the Australian citizenship, 

since they wanted guarantees that their rights would be assured and saw the 

Australian citizenship as insurance.   

Professor Cauchi hinted in his book, ‘Maltese Migrants in Australia’ (1990) that since 

the Maltese Government granted the double citizenship in 1989, the number of 

applicants for the Australian citizenship would rise, since drastic changes were made 

to this policy (Cauchi, 1990, p.104).  From my personal experience in Australia, I have 

noticed that as time passed by and the third generation began to form, the heavy 
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interest, which the first and the majority of the second generation shared for the 

political, economic and social situation in Malta, began to diminish and focused solely 

on the integration with the Australian locals since many had extensive families settled 

in Australia, mainly in these two cities of Melbourne and Sydney.  This is actually 

quite a puzzling issue for the Maltese Government as well, since as we are entering 

into the third and even fourth generation immigration phenomena, with many not even 

knowing a single word in Maltese, the Maltese political scene is becoming quite 

irrelevant for them and one has to ask if is it still worth it to apply time and resources 

to reach out for the youngest generations of the Maltese-Australians. The fact that it 

had been made much easier for the third and fourth generations to obtain the Maltese 

citizenship must mean only one thing: that the demand for it decreased. Is the issue 

of dual-citizenship becoming just a matter of numbers and statistics and the actual 

citizenship in itself has lost its prestigious moral value which the first and second 

generation immigrants held so tightly?  

This changed in 2007 when a reform in the Maltese Citizenship Laws made it 

possible for migrants who could prove that they had a Maltese ancestor, to obtain a 

Maltese citizenship, which by the Maltese accession to the European Union in 2004, 

meant a direct passport to every European State.  By this change in the Maltese 

Laws, some 16,000 Maltese dissidents benefitted from this scheme and successfully 

obtained the Maltese citizenship and since by the reforms made in 1989 and 2000, 

Maltese citizens overseas could hold more than one citizenship, many migrants took 

the opportunity. 
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This whole euphoria of citizenship was not an issue for those who migrated to work 

with the European framework in Belgium.  Once the Maltese successfully secured 

their membership with the European Union in 2004 and the agreement was signed in 

Athens, the Maltese citizenship joined the European Union integration process and so 

one could travel, freely and for any time period, to any European Member State, 

without the granting of a European VISA. Hence the Maltese Passport became the 

key for European travelling and that was the reason why there was a big hype, by 

Maltese-Australian migrants in 2007 when they Government issued the changes in 

the Citizenship Law.   

This facilitation in European travel continued to encourage people to go and start 

working for European Institutions since Malta was one flight ticket away and no 

further arrangements have to be done when travelling intra-Europe.  The time it takes 

to travel from Malta towards mainland Europe is also a key factor in determining why 

it is becoming more and more popular for people from all sectors to go and work in 

Europe, rather than stay in Malta, since the flight durations are so short, compared 

with those in Australia and moreover, no additional VISA alterations have to be 

arranged.  

5.6 Conclusion 

These two waves of migration which have hit the Maltese Islands at separate periods 

of the Maltese history have both given much to the Maltese Islands.  It is true, the end 

result of each of this input to the Maltese Islands was not the same.  On one hand, 

coming in from a vast continent a world away, tangible financial resources helped to 
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rebuild and sustain the Maltese economy and gave a name to the Maltese people as 

being extremely loyal and hard-working people and on the other hand, the new wave 

of Maltese migration to mainland Europe is serving as a platform in the heart of 

Europe for advertising Malta and its attractions to millions of Europeans, apart from 

the original scope of representing the Maltese in the day-to-day running of the 

European Union. 
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CASE STUDY 2 
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Case Study 2: In what ways can Maltese Diaspora Groups help 

the Maltese Islands? 

 

6.1 Introduction  

‘Malta is small and so are her resources.  But together we could create structures, 
without the unnecessary pomp and ambition which can promote our culture overseas: 
places in which we exchange a diplomatic relationship can help the most in this regard.’ 
(Borg, 2012) 

 

This is a segment of the speech delivered by the former Foreign Minister Dr. Tonio 

Borg, in the opening of the Council for Maltese Living Abroad (2012) and it 

emphasizes the importance of one of the Soft Power element which Maltese migrants 

can generate whilst living overseas.  It is a well-known fact that Malta doesn’t have 

any valuable resources or raw materials, apart from the valuable human resource.  As 

explained earlier this chapter looks at the perceptions eight people, four who are 

permanently living in Brussels and four who are permanently living in Australia.  The 

interviews were aimed to gather experiential insights from leading members of the 

diaspora, who often act as multipliers in their respective communities.  After analyzing 

all eight interviews, several key topics emerged as the leading issues and this chapter 

looks at ways in which how Maltese authorities may devise strategies to face 

challenges and reap greater benefits from the inputs of members of Maltese 

communities abroad.  

6.2 Issue of Maltese Foreign Policy and Diaspora Groups  

Diasporas have been a part of the Maltese Foreign Policy from as early as 1925, 

when a Commissioner was appointed to look after the wives of those men who went 
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to work in Australia4.  But although there were some form of ties between the two 

states, no official Diplomatic relationship could be held since Malta was still part of the 

British Empire and it was only after 1964, when Malta gained its full independence 

from the British Empire, that it could set up free, new ties with other nations without 

the interference of a bigger power.  The first Official Diplomatic relationship with 

Australia was set up on the day of Malta’s Independence on the 21st September 1964 

when Malta was able to establish diplomatic relations as a sovereign state.  A High 

Commission in Canberra was opened, the Australian capital and with Consulates-

General in both Sydney and Melbourne, due to the high concentration of Maltese-

Australians living in the area and these are still active today.  On the other hand, after 

the Maltese accession to the European Union, there was the need for the setting up 

of the Belgian embassy in Malta and vice-versa and in 2004 plans were issued for the 

setting up of the Diplomatic Mission in Malta.  But due to the proposed cuts in the 

costs of the Belgian Foreign Office, the Belgian Embassy in Malta was closed in 2013 

(Times of Malta, July 12th 2013).  This sparked the question whether it was now 

sensible for the Maltese Foreign Office to continue to finance a Diplomatic Mission in 

Belgium, when the work done by the Embassy could have easily been done by the 

members of the Maltese permanent representation which operates from Dar Malta in 

Brussels.   

When asked how the Maltese Diaspora members can efficiently contribute towards 

the Maltese Foreign Policy there was a mixed response from the interviewees.  

                                                           
 

4 The Great Exodus, Fr. Lawrence Attard, Chapter 6: Australia: The Initial Hurdle. 
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Although all agreed that Maltese who live abroad follow the majority of local issues, 

there were different kinds of methods of Diasporic influence which were suggested.  

Mr. Lawrence Dimech, told me that ‘Foreign Policy is, to date influenced not by just 

politics but by trade’ (Appendix 7), hence suggesting that the relationship between 

Malta and Australia should focus more on business rather than politics, since second 

generation Maltese and others with close connections with the Maltese hold 

extremely influential business and commercial ties, while emphasizing the important 

role tourism is playing on the Maltese Island’s economy and that through these 

diasporas, this sector could grow drastically. 

On the other hand, the response from the members of the Belgian Diaspora was quite 

different.  They, quite rightly, believe that their experience in the framework of the 

European Union could benefit the efficiency of the local Maltese Government 

especially because they mingle with the political representatives (MEP’s and their 

staff) who are highly politicized.  Dr. Franklin Mamo mentioned the supposed plans by 

the Maltese Government to adopt a scheme where Maltese nationals working within 

the European Union could be seconded to work with the Maltese Public Sector during 

the European Union Presidency which will occur in 2017.  This scheme could serve 

as the much needed push the Maltese Islands need in its public service.  Malta now 

needs experts and these diaspora may give a very good contribution since these 

people who worked overseas for a number of years are extremely experienced in civil 

service matters.  Moreover, one has to mention the extremely beneficial work which 

the Maltese linguists and translators are doing in their respective fields.  These 

people, although rarely mentioned, are continuously promoting the Maltese language 
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in a structure dominated by extremely larger players, languages and cultures and if it 

wasn’t for these people, the Maltese language, although at the present rate is still 

quite fragile, could be unimportant and maybe lost.  The literature written in the 

Maltese language can be considered as the most improved section, since many 

translators who work within the European Union institutions have written some of the 

best books in the Maltese language.   

It came out clear in these interviews, that there is no need to be part of the official 

Diplomatic Corps to be representing your country of origin overseas.  Most 

interviewees told me that even by the high level of your work in the European Capital, 

Malta is being portrayed as a state with extremely hard-working citizens who always 

do their utmost in their jobs.  This image of ‘hard-working people’ is extremely familiar 

with the one given to first generation Maltese who went in Australia in the first wave of 

migration and we can conclude that as time passed by the Maltese remained their 

true hard working self that took the Australian shores by storm.  Apart from this, even 

though Malta is part of the European Union, many Europeans are still unaware of the 

Maltese Islands and these migrants constantly do Malta an advert when introducing 

themselves as ‘Maltese’ and describing the beautiful features of where they hail from.  

 

6.3 How strong is the current sense of belonging in these Diaspora Groups?  

The general feeling, which I can relate myself into as well, is that wherever you are in 

the world, the sense of belonging towards the Maltese Islands will remain at least 

among members of the first generation.  From the interviews which I conducted, both 
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Diaspora groups have maintained the importance of preserving the Maltese heritage 

and traditions wherever you are.  Dr. Franklin Mamo, who is representing those 

Maltese currently living in Belgium told me that the ‘(Maltese) identity can be retained 

even when adapting and including in their lives elements from the local culture or that 

of a spouse/partner from a third country’ (Appendix 3). It is true, there is a difference 

between being a migrant in Australia and being a migrant in Belgium and Prof. 

Maurice Cauchi, who has first-hand experience in the Maltese-Australian Diaspora, in 

his interview made it extremely clear that even in the Australian Diaspora alone, and 

one could draw out certain comparisons between different Maltese-Australian 

generations, let alone when comparing the two Diaspora groups, even though there is 

a general feeling of compassion towards the Maltese Islands.  In his interview, Cauchi 

started off by saying that ‘one must make a distinction between the first and 

subsequent generations of Maltese living abroad’ (Appendix 6). He also argued that 

in the Australian case, the sense of belonging is quite still present although in 

different forms and strength.  Therefore in this case, one can find a similar feeling of 

warmth towards the Maltese Islands. 

But how are these two Diaspora Groups different from each other?  All Maltese-

Belgian migrants, told me that they still consider themselves Maltese and Pierre J. 

Meilak, who currently lives in Brussels, asserted that ‘my nationality is a bit like a 

shadow, which I carry with me wherever I go’ (Appendix 4).  In this case case the 

Maltese-Belgian Diaspora is quite new and most of the Maltese migrants in Belgium 

have been born and lived their formative years, even had their first profession in the 

Maltese Islands, which can be compared with the first generation Maltese-Australian 
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migrants who left Malta to start a new life in the Australian Continent.  On the other 

hand, since the Maltese-Australian Diaspora is quite old and Maltese families have 

grown into the third and even fourth generations, one can see that as time passes, 

the offsprings of Maltese citizens are first and foremost Australian and they have 

integrated quite well in the multicultural, Australian system.  It is true, there is some 

form of connection towards the Maltese Islands, in the form of some form of a kind of 

soft spot for their heritage and many young Maltese-Australians have also visited their 

ancestors’ birth place out of curiosity and this proves that the continuous link with the 

Maltese Islands, although not as strong as their ancestors’, is still to a certain point 

there.  In the survey conducted by Prof. Cauchi, it came out clear that two thirds of 

the second generation of Maltese-Australians either have their Maltese Passport or 

are considering applying for one and although one can argue that this is due to the 

Maltese accession to the European Union, and a Maltese passport can be the key to 

the whole European Union, it is still a fact that many younger Maltese-Australians are 

seeing Malta as an important link.   

As discussed above, the Maltese-Belgian Diaspora group is quite new and many 

professionals who started working, mainly in Brussels, are still the first people who 

went there, therefore they are the first-generation migrants and it is quite unclear 

whether their offsprings would consider themselves Maltese or Belgian, but one has 

to take in consideration the European phenomena and as time passes, although quite 

unlikely, many would consider themselves first and foremost, as Europeans.  Like in 

the Austrlian case, the shaping up of this group of people, would determine where the 

loyalty of the subsequent generations would lie, but given the constant rise in 
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technology the short distance between the Maltese Islands and the European Capital 

and the higher possibility of returing back to their home state,  it is quite likely that 

subsequent generations would feel more ‘Maltese’, when compared to the Australian 

case, but since this is an assumption, only time would tell whether this theory could 

be justified or not. 

6.4 What are the various challenges faced by Diaspora Groups to the main 

relationship with their country of origin?  

In this case I feel that by the general interpretation of the interviews conducted, the 

needs of these Diaspora Groups do vary a lot.  It is good to notice that even the 

needs of the two largest Australian States which for decades welcomed Maltese and 

their offsprings, Victoria and New South Wales, vary drastically and their needs are 

also extremely different from the needs of the Maltese living in Belgium.  Such 

concerns are being addressed through the representatives of the diasopra in the 

Council of the Maltese Living Abroad but in many cases these issues are conflictuos 

and the disagreement within the members holds back the overall progress which this 

Council could achieve. 

The main area which came up a lot in the four interviews conducted with Maltese-

Australians is the issue relating health and ageing.  Since the first generation 

migrants, came to Australia decades ago, those who are still alive and the second 

generation migrants, who are now old enough, are facing the problem of a shortage 

of Maltese nurses and caretakers and foreign nurses or caretakers who could speak 

Maltese.  The demand is quite big for these nurses and as time passes it will only get 
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bigger, since the Maltese population in Australia is getting quite old and many who 

are illiterate find it difficult to communicate with non-Maltese speaking aid workers.  

As it came out clear in the interviews, there are only two facilities, with Maltese 

speaking staff, one based in Melbourne and the other in New South Wales but these 

are clearly not enough.   

On the other hand, the issues which were given a lot of importance and which directly 

affect the other Maltese-Australian generations are cultural, historical and linguistic 

maintenance and promotion.  It came out extremely clear that although there is a 

strong will by many Maltese migrants not to let the Maltese language die a natural 

death, as time passes it is becoming extremely difficult to maintain the Maltese 

language in Australia. The case is not the same when it comes to culture and history, 

since they are easier to promote than the Maltese language. Young Maltese 

descendants, although having a background of the Maltese language, decide against 

practicing it and focus on the more useful international languages, besides English 

which is their national tongue.  Moreover, the lack of coordination between those 

teachers who teach the native language, was also brought up and all these are 

negative signs which in the near future could spell the end of the usage of the 

Maltese language within the Maltese-Australian Diaspora. It is true, the general sense 

of belonging which was discussed above is very strong but ‘with no migrants coming 

over, the main issue of concern is how we can keep the second and subsequent 

generations interested in the Maltese culture and language’ (Appendix 7). 
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In Belgium, the needs are extremely different.  Since this is a modern phenomenon, 

the main issues of concern within these migrants are the lack of communication 

between Maltese authorities and the general migratory population and the lack of 

Malta-themed social activities between Maltese nationals.  As a result the Council of 

the Maltese Living Abroad has only recently, after pressure from the Maltese living in 

Belgium, taken up the needs of this community and there is now a growing 

awareness that there are different concerns within the different diaspora groups. 

These problems can also be compared to the ones which first-generation Australian 

migrants faced when leaving their native land.  Dr. Mamo suggests that the most 

pressing issues which migrants have are ‘primarily a function of age not of geography’ 

(Appendix 3) since migrant’s needs tend to shift as they get older not reflecting the 

place in which they live.  However, geography plays a vital part in one’s identification 

towards the country of origin, since if the receiving state is far away from the native 

state, the migrants tend to feel more nostalgic, let alone if they may be cut from 

developments in the land they departed from. But their demands would not be 

characterized by distance but by what they need most at that particular moment.  

The interviews I conducted tend to confirm the last statement since the Maltese-

Belgian migrants’ main issues were different from the Maltese-Australian demands 

and they were regarding voting, social security, civil documents and child education. 

Every interviewee wanted that the transition between Malta and Belgium would 

become smoother.  Since these Maltese nationals work in Belgium, they pay their 

taxes to the Belgian Government, therefore their needs would be tackled by the 

Belgian authorities but it remains clear that certain aspects of Diasporic life need to 
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be attended to by the migrant’s home state and this also is the case in the Belgian 

Diaspora.  Since the voting issue was given a lot of prominence in all four Brussels-

based interviews and will be discussed in further detail.   

6.5 Issue of Votes and the Voting System   

The spring hunting referendum and the Local Council Elections which took place on 

the 11th April have dominated the local political scene and because of this, opinions 

start to form both on the national front and even in the international migratory 

community.  Ms. Darmanin, when asked on how big is the sense of belonging in the 

Maltese community in Belgium, started her answer by stating that ‘most Maltese 

follow the local news and discuss the Maltese politics’ (Appendix 2).  This was not a 

surprise since it is in our nature to remain active in the political decisions which take 

place in our home state.  And how to remain politically active even when migrating? 

Obviously, by having a say in the final outcome of these referenda.  When conducting 

these interviews, the issue of voting came up many times, especially in the Maltese-

Belgian scenario, and as time passes, the voting process is becoming a difficult task 

for many Maltese living abroad, since many Maltese would strongly disagree that 

people who do not reside here could be able to decide the outcome of a referendum 

or General Election. 

Many Maltese who are living in Europe and are in direct Air Malta routes, are also 

finding it continuously difficult to leave their jobs and come to Malta for a brief period 

just for the sake of voting and Ms. Carabott, when asked what are the most pressing 

issues which they have in Belgium at the moment her exact reply was ‘being unable 
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to vote from abroad’ (Appendix 1). Many migrants, when evaluating all possible 

methods are finding the cheap flight system as not efficient enough even though it is 

very easy to apply and as stated before extremely cheap, but other issues, which are 

not exactly financially related have proved to be more decisive in determining whether 

to come or not to the Maltese Islands just to vote.   

Prof. Cauchi remarked that he ‘is against the idea of Maltese living abroad meddling 

with/participating in elections, on the basis that you cannot have representation 

without corresponding responsibility’ (Appendix 6).  This is an extremely valid point 

which makes a lot of sense in this context and it could be more viable for the whole 

diasporic agenda to focus on the implementation and advancement of Soft Power 

politics which could improve the social, political and economic situation of the Maltese 

Islands.  

6.6 Issue of CFMLA  

The biggest player which can determine how diaspora members could help improve 

the Soft Power notion is the Council of the Maltese Living Abroad.  This council 

serves as the biggest voice which these groups have and it should be the one which 

helps to achieve the aims for Soft Power investment within the Maltese Islands and 

abroad.  This council, although it’s not as active as all the interviewees wish it to be, 

must step up and shape the benefits which diaspora groups could give the Maltese 

Islands and it should be the frontrunner in creating the perfect atmosphere for the 

different factions of the Maltese living abroad so the best possible results could be 

achieved. 
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The Council for Maltese Living Abroad was set up again in 2012, after the 

establishment of the Federation of Maltese Abroad in 2000.  Its main function is to put 

forward the interests and the concerns of the Maltese living abroad and to let the 

Maltese migrants be represented in their home state, in annual Council Meetings 

which are conducted by the Maltese Foreign Office.   

It was quite surprising for me, when conducting the interviews, that all the 

interviewees were seemingly dissatisfied on the way the council was set up and how 

it is operating today.  Mr. Dimech, told me, that the: 

 ‘Council for Maltese Living Abroad was rushed by the Nationalist Party before the last 
election and the way it is constituted is very difficult to operate effectively.  In the last two 
and half years not much has been achieved’ (Appendix 7).   

 

When analyzing the build up to the last General Election, it was obvious that the 

former Legislature tried to push as many projects as possible towards the end of 

reign, and the Council For Maltese Living Abroad was a victim of this rush, hence the 

Council started on the wrong foot and although the present Government could at least 

prioritize this Council some more, it is unfair to put all the blame of this inefficiency on 

the present Legislature.  

It became clear that one of the biggest problems in this council is the issue of the 

balance in representation.  Dr. Mamo emphasized that ‘when the current Council was 

appointed in 2012 only two of the fifteen members were women and only one less 

than 40 years of age’ (Appendix 3).  This shows that as this Council was set up, the 

energetic sector of youth migrants, was extremely under-represented.  
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‘The group is predominantly Maltese-Australian, and their number has little justification 
(the estimates of Maltese abroad by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs being grossly 
unscientific and statistically inconsistent)’ (Appendix 3),  

 

continued Dr. Mamo, and since in the 2012 Convention five out of ten speakers were 

from Australia alone, this could tilt the balance towards one Diaspora group and 

lessen the importance of the others.  Moreover, the new Diaspora groups which are 

forming in new states, such as the new Maltese community in the Gulf States, which 

up to five years ago were not even considered as being an ideal destination for 

Maltese migrants, are not being considered and these could offer a lot to the Maltese 

Islands.   

But apart from the technical side of the Council, something which struck me, was the 

fact that from the interviews which I conducted, some interviewees didn’t even have 

an idea that such council existed and Ms. Charmaine Cassar, who is an active 

member in the Maltese-Australians’ Youth Committee New South Wales, told me that  

‘before the Convention for Maltese Living Abroad was made known to me at the 
beginning of last year (2014) for the first time (it has been in place since the 1960s) I 
had no idea about it’ (Appendix 5), 

 

and that if she had known about it, she would have attended the previous 

Conventions.  Moreover, in some interviews there was a complete lack in difference 

in the work done by the Council and the work done by the Maltese embassies 

overseas, which is a really troublesome issue, considering the fact that supposedly, 

there is a constant flow of direct information and interest between the members of this 

Council, the local Maltese Authorities and the migrants themselves.   
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One particular interviewee, Ms. Carabott, who works in the area of linguistics in 

Brussels, told me that although the Council ‘still has a long way to go’ (Appendix 1), 

the inefficiency within this Council could not be solely attributed toward the internal 

formations of the Council but also to ‘the Maltese migrants here in Brussels, who 

need to show some commitment towards more unity’ (Appendix 1).  The Convention 

which took place this year, co-incidentally, in the week when this dissertation would 

be submitted, would be the event where all these above mentioned faults in the 

Council would be challenged since it would be a real blow for the Maltese migrants to 

be under-represented or forgotten. A good step in the right direction was that for the 

first time ever, the speakers were selected from within the diaspora groups, whereas 

in the previous editions speakers mostly came from Malta and they spoke about 

emigrants from a local perspective. 

6.7 Conclusion 

The Maltese Islands are in an extremely unique position.  With such huge numbers of 

Maltese migrants scattered in some of the most prosperous states on the planet it 

would be a total waste not to grasp this opportunity and give the migrants all possible 

opportunities to help improve the local economic, political and social situations.  But in 

order to do this, the local authorities should first try to tackle these issues which the 

Maltese Diaspora groups are currently facing overseas.  As discussed in these Case 

Studies, the form of assistance which these migrants could give to the Maltese 

Islands has shifted throughout the years, first being only in the form of solid cash and 

now it has evolved into a much wider spectrum of possibilities and Malta could 

extremely benefit all of her sectors with this kind of help.  This chapter also gives a 
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hint that indeed geography does matter when analyzing the most pressing concerns 

of these two Diaspora groups and the local authorities must address each issue 

separately if they are to reap the benefits from each Diaspora group.  

In the following concluding chapter, I intend to give out some suggestions which, I 

believe, could be extremely beneficial towards the efficient implementations of the 

changes needed in order to fully commit ourselves to a fruitful and sustainable 

relationship between Malta and Maltese citizens overseas. 
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CONCLUSION 
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7.1 Concluding Remarks 

This dissertation aimed to prove that members of international Maltese Diaspora 

groups are still relevant sources of soft power, and although using completely 

different methods, are still contributing to their home nations. It was noted however, 

that to benefit from the role of the diaspora the Maltese Foreign Office has 

acknowledged the need to establish good communication with various segments of 

the diaspora and that on top of their contribution it needed to invest ample attention to 

the needs and concerns of diasporic communities.  The question of whether the 

importance given to these groups of people is truly justified with tangible results.  

Indeed some authors even challenged the relevance of soft power itself and claimed 

that you cannot separate it from hard power, with many arguing that ‘soft power is still 

power and it still can make enemies’ (Joffe, 2006).   

In this dissertation, it was argued that members of the diaspora gave a significant 

amount of financial and moral support during the post-war and even during post-

Independence and in their contribution helped the process of developing Malta and 

Gozo transforming them, from a complete and devastating wreck, into what it is 

today.  This dissertation focused only on two particular Diaspora groups but one 

shouldn’t also forget the direct and similar impact which Diaspora groups from other 

parts of the world namely, the United Kingdom, the United States of America and 

Canada, where thousands of other Maltese immigrants and their descendants live.  

The work done by the early migrants did not stop in just rebuilding Malta.  As time 

passed by, tourism became the leading sector in which the Maltese economy benefits 
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from and all the potential from diaspora groups in order to improve this sector should 

be fully harnessed from within the Council in order to reach its full development. 

There is a constant similar pattern between the early wave of migration and the new, 

modern wave and although the means of communication, transport, living and well-

being have changed over the years, the love for the Maltese Islands has remained 

there, even though we are experiencing a new and strong wave of multiculturalism 

which gives less importance to nationalism and more importance to equality and 

development of every sector of society, regardless the nationality.  This love for their 

home state should generate their will to improve the Maltese Islands’ name overseas.  

Promotion of the responsibilities of Maltese living abroad is not nearly promoted as it 

should be, and because of this, most Maltese diaspora have no idea on their position 

as citizens of Malta and hence the European Union. To be sure, Maltese diaspora 

have responsibilities that come with these privileges, and these, once again, need to 

be promoted to the Maltese diaspora community.  The key for all this to work out is to 

maintain a good relationship between all concerned parties and not risk making 

Diaspora issues just pre-election side notes, so that candidates gather the support 

from the Diaspora groups and I feel that certain recommendations have to be done so 

that this dissertation would reach its ultimate goal of seeing more positive results.   

First of all, it came out clear that the Council for Maltese Living Abroad is still evolving 

and up to now, from the interviews conducted, there seem to be room for 

improvement on the way it functions and operates.  These points were already raised 

during the Convention and some are being tackled.  One of the biggest challenge is 
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the level of communication among members of the Council and the Council with the 

members of the diaspora.  Up till now, the council has no available website or social 

media page is available for the general public to follow all the news and work which 

this council does, which already gives the general public a negative connotation of the 

overall image of the council.  If one is to harness the maximum out of this reality, a 

full-time team must be employed to improve the overall image of the Council, to 

organize the day-to-day running and to organize specific events to cater for all 

Maltese communities around the world not once a year, but on a daily basis.  

Moreover, the technical side of the council also need to be improved since up till now, 

the majority of the representatives hale from Australia.  It is true, the majority of the 

Maltese migrants are linked to the Australian Continent and other Maltese Diaspora 

groups are represented in the council, but one need not forget that the Diaspora 

phenomena in Malta is bigger than that and more direct representation needs to be 

geographically based, with a certain form of cap on the number of members from the 

same country.  If this cannot be reached on official levels, one interviewee also 

suggested that “by creating sub-groups from the council itself, or even existing 

groups, committees, associations etc. and involving them in projects such as 

scholarships for example. Having these groups dispersed all around the world and 

strengthening the existing Maltese communities abroad for future generations and 

using the resources out there to their fullest potential.”   Moreover, a closer link 

between the Directorate of the Maltese Living Abroad and the Council of the Maltese 

Living Abroad must be constructed.  Members of both the Directorate and the Council 

of the Maltese Living Abroad should closely work together to reach the full potential of 



 
 

81 
 
 

the Maltese living abroad and take full advantage of the Maltese non-governmental 

organizations which are set up overseas and have direct links to the Maltese Islands 

I could also observe that the recommendations have varied from one place to 

another.  On one hand, interviewees in Brussels called out for more Maltese-themed 

events organized in Belgium by the council itself for the promotion of the work of the 

council, together with promotion for the Maltese Islands, since few are familiar with 

the council’s work.  This could serve as a case of hitting two birds with one stone 

since the migrants would familiarize themselves with the role the council plays in 

connecting Maltese overseas and its work to do so and on the other hand it could 

serve as the first step towards new relationships which could not be essentially 

between Maltese living abroad and the Maltese authorities, but with foreigners who 

seem interested with what the Maltese Islands have to offer.   

The most radical suggestion which one of the interviewees pointed out, which was 

also put forward in the Convention, is to elect a representative from each region of the 

world to the Maltese Parliament, who if denied the possibility to vote in the Legislative 

Assembly, at least they would be given the right to participate in the Parliamentary 

discussions, given the fact that nowadays, conferences could also be held via the 

internet, without the actual physical presence in Parliament hall. This is quite a 

challenging and complex issue and further research in future dissertations on this 

proposal is ideal, given the drastic changes and implications which this proposal has. 

Moreover, the appointment of tenor Joseph Calleja as Malta’s first Cultural 

Ambassador, which occurred in 2012 was a step in the right direction, since a 
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prominent and talented person, who is constantly on the move and who is 

dramatically carrying the Maltese flag wherever he performs can be one of the most 

efficient ways of advertising the Maltese Islands and this idea should be transformed 

into a global movement where Maltese migrants overseas, who are also constantly 

carrying the Maltese flag wherever they go, do not hesitate to show the world from 

where they come from. 

It is true, the new Belgian migratory phenomena is quite young.  Only time will tell 

whether it would follow the footsteps of the Australian Diaspora but it is our 

responsibility that we should learn from our inefficiencies in the previous cases so that 

we would create another sustainable relationship like no other which could benefit 

both the Maltese Islands and the Maltese living abroad.  
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Interviews  

Interviews with Brussels Residents 

9.1 Appendix 1 

Ms. Carmen Frances Carabott 

Ms. Carmen Frances Carabott has been working as a web translator in Brussels for the 

last six years.  Her principal task is translating material mostly from English to Maltese 

which will eventually be visible on the official EU website. Occasionally she translate 

legislation.  She is also the Department's Tools Coordinator giving support and training 

to her colleagues with regards to the IT tools they use in that specific work. Sometimes 

she is requested to give training and prepare training material for other departments as 

well as to participate in various projects such as machine translation. 

1) From your experience, to what extent has the Maltese Diaspora remained 

Maltese at heart?  

From my experience I would say that the Maltese Diaspora has remained true to where 

it comes from. Although there are some Maltese who try to distance themselves from 

the Maltese community, most of the people I know do tend to socialise with other 

Maltese persons and participate in occasions organised by  organisations such as the 

Maltese High Representation. However, I must add that the Maltese spirit is much more 

alive in Luxembourg than in Brussels. 
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2) Is there still a sense of belonging to the Maltese Islands in overseas Diasporas, 

among people who originated from Malta? 

Yes, we speak fondly of Malta and our roots and given the geographical proximity most 

people visit a few times a year. Moreover, social media such as Facebook have 

increased the connection to the Maltese islands as well as chatting apps such as Skype 

and Messenger. 

3) Given the rise of new technologies, how do the current Maltese descendants in 

your area stay close to the Maltese Culture? 

Mostly following what is happening through Facebook and online newspapers as well sa 

streamed TV such as www.tvm.com.mt. Also through Skype with family and friends. 

4) What are the main sectors which the Maltese migrant community in your area 

work in? 

At the institutions most Maltese work in Translation although some have posts with other 

DGs. There is quite a big community working with Dar Malta. Some work with the private 

sector although these are few. I know someone who works in the pharmaceutical sector 

in Brussels. A few Maltese work in the financial sector in Luxembourg and Brussels 

5) How, when and where can the Maltese living abroad contribute to the Maltese 

Islands? 

Through expertise and help with EU issues. Translators and lawyers linguists are 

contributing linguistically. 

http://www.tvm.com.mt/
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6) To what extent do you believe that Maltese migrants can efficiently play a part 

in the public Diplomatic element of the Maltese Islands? 

I do believe that Maltese migrants are ambassadors outside their country both in their 

official capacity as well as the unofficial one. Malta is a small island and some persons 

have not even heard of it, even within Europe.  

7) Should Maltese authorities give Diaspora members more say in local Maltese 

affairs? 

Not necessarily although in issues such as linguistic developments I do feel that we 

should be consulted. Also, the Maltese authorities would do well to listen to persons who 

are in influential positions within the EU. 

8) How far can Maltese Diaspora members help improve the image of the Maltese 

Islands and people? 

A lot. Speaking positively though fairly about the Maltese Islands help build a realistic 

image of the Islands and its people to foreigners 

9) Do you feel that the ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ is fulfilling its main 

roles? 

It still has a long way to go although there are some enthusiastic elements. But much 

more needs to be done both by the persons within the mentioned council and the 

Maltese migrants here in Brussels who need to show some commitment towards more 

unity. 

10) In what ways can the Council for the Maltese Living Abroad be improved? 
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By organising events both of a social nature as well as of a professional nature. 

11) What are the main issues which are currently defining the needs of Maltese 

migrants (in your state)? 

Being unable to vote from abroad. 

12) Does the state in which Maltese migrants live, affect the most pressing issues 

which these Diasporic movements have? 

Not really. 

13) To what extent are the different generations of Maltese migrants in your areas 

represented and how is the relationship between these representative groups 

and the Maltese local Authorities? 

The children are represented though their parents in a new association for Maltese 

parents in Brussels and Luxembourg. There is contact with the authorities regarding 

education. Otherwise I'm not aware of any other relationship except ad-hoc 

communication and assistance when there is some event being organised here. 

14) Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of the relationship 

between the Maltese Diasporic group in your area and the Maltese Islands? 

Not really, except having more administrative services offered here for example for 

renewal of official documents as well as the ability to vote for elections and referendums 

from here rather than having to travel each time. 
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9.2 Appendix 2 

Ms. Stephanie Darmanin 

  
Ms. Stephanie Darmanin has been working in Brussels for the last seven years as a 

Lawyer Linguist with the General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union. She 

graduated with a Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) from the University of Malta and 

subsequently with an LL.M. - Master in European Law from the University of 

Luxembourg. Her main job is a translator for the European Commission and the 

European Court of Auditors in Luxembourg and as a lawyer linguist at the European 

Parliament and the Council of the European Union and she works to balance out the 

quality of legislation adopted by the European Union and that it is legally coherent, 

factually correct and also linguistically coherent and that they say exactly the same thing 

when translated into the official languages of the European Union.  

1) From your experience, to what extent has the Maltese Diaspora remained 

Maltese at heart?  

We do feel that we make part of a close knit community - we keep contact all the time 

amongst each other and we do discuss problems we face or some challenges here or 

due to the fact that we are away from home – ex. how to register a car, how to look for a 

flat, which doctor to go to. We do give information to each other.   

2) Is there still a sense of belonging to the Maltese Islands in overseas Diasporas, 

among people who originated from Malta? 
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Yes, most Maltese follow the local news and discuss the Maltese politics - a topic that 

unites us or divides us depending on how you look at it. We still cook traditional Maltese 

dishes regularly and invite other Maltese over - also not to lose contact with them. Some 

Maltese parents try to teach the language to their children - it is more difficult where the 

parents are not both Maltese of course. 

3) Given the rise of new technologies, how do the current Maltese descendants in 

your area stay close to the Maltese Culture? 

The internet plays a big role in this. We do read online newspapers, get the news 

through social media ex. Facebook through friends. 

4) What are the main sectors which the Maltese migrant community in your area 

work in? 

EU institutions - in the language department (translators or lawyer linguists) or at the 

Permanent Representation of Malta to the EU as diplomats. 

5) How, when and where can the Maltese living abroad contribute to the Maltese 

Islands? 

By promoting the Maltese islands as a tourist destination to their foreign colleagues or 

friends 

By informing others about our culture and traditions - who are very interested (Even 

through events organised at work eg International lunches where colleauges get 

traditional food and drinks prepared by them and organise their table) 
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By doing our work properly at work when it comes to the language - we should promote 

our language more and speak it rather than denying the value it brings in the European 

sphere 

6) To what extent do you believe that Maltese migrants can efficiently play a part 

in the public Diplomatic element of the Maltese Islands? 

By not complaining about the local situation in a way that only Malta experience certain 

problems and challenges. Unfortunately some Maltese who are abroad feel that they are 

now superior and compare Malta with the country they are residing in and many times 

they are struck by these differences. 

7) Should Maltese authorities give Diaspora members more say in local Maltese 

affairs? 

Yes - we are still Maltese nationals and we still have our voting rights in Malta. The 

politicians should solve the issue that we vote in the embassy. 

Politicians are more than welcome to come over and meet us up. Unfortunately these 

meetings only happen in the run to an election only, if any. 

 

8) How far can Maltese Diaspora members help improve the image of the Maltese 

Islands and people? 

They can if they want to. They should promote the islands more and be proud of their 

origins and give useful tips to their friends who are planning a trip to Malta - whether for 

holiday purposes or business. 



 
 

99 
 
 

9) Do you feel that the ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ is fulfilling its main 

roles? 

So and so - we only heard about its launch. I don’t know whether in actual fact it 

produced any concrete results or something beneficial for the Maltese living abroad. 

10) In what ways can the Council for the Maltese Living Abroad be improved? 

By collecting all contact details from the Maltese living here. I have sent my email 

address a couple of times to the embassy so that I will be informed of any events but still 

I get to know of these events through others because so far they have not updated the 

passport. 

They can put a Facebook page - easy way to contact them in case of any consular 

problems (Especially those who live in a country where there is no embassy). 

11) What are the main issues which are currently defining the needs of Maltese 

migrants (in your state)? 

There are many issues which can be further developed, but some of the most pressing 

concerns are: 

 Voting in the embassies 

 Lack of social activities where new Maltese are introduced to the community 

 Lack of visibility of Maltese cultural events to which foreigners can be invited - eg 

no Maltese concerts etc.  

 An updated Facebook page – ‘Maltin fil-Belġju’ is not regularly updated and not a 

lot of people have liked it. Compared to ‘Maltese in Luxembourg’.  
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12) Does the state in which Maltese migrants live, affect the most pressing issues 

which these Diasporic movements have? 

Unfortunately the expats do not integrate much with the Belgians. Of course this cannot 

be taken as a sweeping statement. Everybody has one friend or two who hails from 

Belgium.  What I meant is that the expats do not have a strong relationship with the 

nationals. Unfortunately there might be instances where the nationals act in a 

discriminatory way towards expats on the basis that expats are better paid than them. 

This happens a lot when it comes to services ex. mechanics and repairs at work. They 

charge the expats more and the customer care is not always very up to standard.  The 

political and economic situation of the country does not affect us in any way. 

 

13) To what extent are the different generations of Maltese migrants in your areas 

represented and how is the relationship between these representative groups 

and the Maltese local Authorities? 

So far it is just the first generation of Maltese who are here -most Maltese moved to 

Brussels because of the accession of Malta to the EU and therefore the first Maltese 

arrived just 10 years ago. Their offspring are still very young - they are fully integrated in 

the creche or at school or University. 

 

14) Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of the relationship 

between the Maltese Diasporic group in your area and the Maltese Islands? 
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The embassy should work harder on this. 

Unfortunately the expats do not integrate much with the Belgians. Of course this cannot 

be taken as a sweeping statement. Everybody has one friend or two who hails from 

Belgium.  What I meant is that the expats do not have a strong relationship with the 

nationals. Unfortunately there might be instances where the nationals act in a 

discriminatory way towards expats on the basis that expats are better paid than them. 

This happens a lot when it comes to services ex. mechanics and repairs at work. They 

charge the expats more and the customer care is not always very up to standard.  

Moreover, the political and economic situation of the country does not affect us in any 

way. 
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9.3 Appendix 3 

Mr. Franklin Mamo 

Mr. Franklin Mamo served as a member in the Staff of the Office of the Prime Minister 

and afterwards he was promoted as Assistant Director of EU Affairs, within the Ministry 

of Tourism and Culture and Director of EU Affairs, within the Resource and 

Infrastructure Ministry.  In 2010 he was one of the founding members of the Association 

of Maltese who live in Belgium and he now holds the position of Secretary General 

within the same Association.   

 

1) From your experience, to what extent has the Maltese Diaspora remained 

Maltese at heart?  

Maltese living in Belgium would still consider themselves Maltese. That identity can be 

retained even when adapting and including in their lives elements from the local culture 

or that of a spouse/partner from a third country. One should also note that most Maltese 

in Belgium work with the EU and are part of the international expat community which, to 

a significant degree, is separate from what is local and Belgian. 

 

2) Is there still a sense of belonging to the Maltese Islands in overseas Diasporas, 

among people who originated from Malta? 

Yes. Most Maltese living in Belgium have close relatives and friends still living in Malta. 

Most have been born, brought up, had their education and their first professional 

experience in Malta. Most retain a strong interest in Maltese current events and politics.  
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3) Given the rise of new technologies, how do the current Maltese descendants in 

your area stay close to the Maltese Culture? 

Maltese living in Belgium stay in contact through the internet and the social media. 

4) What are the main sectors which the Maltese migrant community in your area 

work in? 

Most Maltese in Belgium (estimate: 80%) are employed directly with the EU institutions. 

5) How, when and where can the Maltese living abroad contribute to the Maltese 

Islands? 

Materially, the Maltese in Belgium contribute, for example, through paying back loans 

and mortgages and private pensions and life insurances taken from Maltese-based 

banks. Others contribute to the cultural scene (with a number contributing literature in 

Maltese – correlated with the fact that many in Belgium work in translation). 

6) To what extent do you believe that Maltese migrants can efficiently play a part 

in the public Diplomatic element of the Maltese Islands? 

As a specific example, one can mention the plans by the Maltese Government to set up 

a scheme (similar to ones set previously by other EU member states) so that Maltese 

officials with the EU can be seconded to work with the Maltese public sector (especially 

the Permanent Representation) during Malta's EU Presidency (first half of 2017). 

Otherwise the potential is somewhat limited (see answer to Q. 8). 

 



 
 

104 
 
 

7) Should Maltese authorities give Diaspora members more say in local Maltese 

affairs? 

While it is understandable that there is strong opposition to all Maltese citizens abroad 

being allowed to vote in Maltese elections, I do believe there is much scope to codify 

clearly in Maltese legislation the 2003 Court decision that eligibility is to be based on, at 

least, habitual residence on the grounds of sufficient (objective) interest. 

To this end, in October 2014, the Council of Maltese Living Abroad (CMLA) adopted two 

resolutions one calling for all Maltese citizens to be allowed to vote in elections for 

Maltese MEPs irrespective of residence and another calling for voting eligibility for 

general elections be extended to all Maltese abroad working in the Maltese and 

international public sector and extending the period of reference from the current 

eighteen months to six years. 

8) How far can Maltese Diaspora members help improve the image of the Maltese 

Islands and people? 

The potential here is rather limited for Maltese in Belgium. First of all, because the 

numbers are small. Secondly, Malta's image is catered for through other means 

(embassy activities, internet, travel programs on TV and internet, travel to Malta, etc.).  

9) Do you feel that the ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ is fulfilling its main 

roles? 

The CMLA is failing to fulfill its role because it has a fundamental problem of 

representation. Despite the claim of being "the body representing Maltese communities 
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abroad" none of the members are elected and, since its inception, no moves were made 

to correct this democratic deficit. 

No attempts were made to make the appointments more representative. When the 

current Council was appointed in 2012 only two of the fifteen members were women and 

only one less than 40 years of age. The group is predominantly Maltese-Australian. 

Their number has little justification (the estimates of Maltese abroad by the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs being grossly unscientific and statistically inconsistent) and excludes 

representations of "newer" communities such as those in the Gulf States.  

10) In what ways can the Council for the Maltese Living Abroad be improved? 

The CMLA can be improved in various ways: 

(a) Members should be elected by Maltese abroad through the internet (i-voting); 

(b) Membership should represent the entire world not just the US, Canada, Australia 

and the EU (it is indeed even more pressing to represent Maltese living in countries 

which are unstable, where the rule of law is weak, which might be lagging in 

development, where there is no Maltese diplomatic presence, etc.); 

(c) There should be a cap on the number of members from the same country; 

(d) Membership should be allocated geographically based on a method that is 

statistically sound (e.g. number of passports issued by embassies, high commissions 

and consulates); 

(e) A functional, useful and up-to-date website should be considered as a key task of 

the CMLA.  
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11) What are the main issues which are currently defining the needs of Maltese 

migrants (in your state)? 

If I were to group concerns under a single heading, I would say that the defining need is 

to address those issues arising constantly from effectively living your life in Malta and 

another country. This includes issues such as social security (both insurance and 

pension elements), taxation, succession, civil documents (including passports), and 

voting and child education. 

Maltese in Belgium cannot be described as "emigrants"; "expats" would be more 

accurate. An expat's ties to his country of origin may be emotionally and sentimentally 

less strong than the emigrant's. But they are more specific and objective, resulting from 

a more globalized world with freer movement of people, capital, employment, 

information, rights and obligations, etc. 

12) Does the state in which Maltese migrants live, affect the most pressing issues 

which these Diasporic movements have? 

Yes, but this is primarily a function of age not of geography. For example, the last 

Australian census of 2011 showed that around 80% of Malta-born (what one can call 

"emigrants") are older than 55 and it is inevitable that issues related to aging are 

important. A different picture emerges in Belgium with most Maltese in the 30-50 age 

cohorts where other issues would be considered important. The difference becomes 

very stark in a country like the UK where you have both "emigrants" and "expats". 

This is not to say that geography is not important at all. Maltese living outside the EU 

lack the benefit of a stable and established treaty framework that permits a high level of 
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international cooperation between countries. Other Maltese live in countries which are 

unstable, less economically developed, weaker rule of law, etc. 

13) To what extent are the different generations of Maltese migrants in your areas 

represented and how is the relationship between these representative groups 

and the Maltese local Authorities? 

The Maltese in Belgium are largely (so far) mono-generational. This being an 

international expat community which is more mobile and less rooted, many young 

people often move on. 

14) Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of the relationship 

between the Maltese Diasporic group in your area and the Maltese Islands? 

A reform of the CMLA along the lines indicated in the answer to Q. 10 would be a good 

start. 

There has to be a departure from the perception that Maltese abroad are emigrants who 

left Malta in the postwar years, that there is a clear and unambiguous distinction 

between issues which concern Maltese in Malta and issue which concern Maltese 

abroad. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

108 
 
 

9.4 Appendix 4 

Mr. Pierre J. Meilak 

Pierre J. Meilak, winner of the EU Prize for Literature in 2014, and two times winner of 

the Malta Journalism Award, has been writing novels and short stories since he was 

young.  His first collection of short stories for adults, ‘Qed Nistenniek Nieżla max-Xita’ 

was followed by his second collection of short stories, ‘Dak li l-Lejl Iħallik Tghid’ which 

was published in June 2011. A number of his short stories have been translated into 

English, French, Catalan, Portuguese, Serbian, Arabic, Spanish, Indonesian and Italian 

and were read at numerous literary festivals around Europe and the Middle East.  

Mejlak's award-winning novel ‘Riħ Isfel’ has been turned into a 13-episode, Television 

series for Malta's NET TV.  In 2004, he migrated from Malta to Brussels, where he still 

lives. 

1) From your experience, to what extent has the Maltese Diaspora remained 

Maltese at heart?  

I can only speak for myself. In my case, my nationality is a bit like a shadow, which I 

carry with me wherever I go. I speak to myself in Maltese. Home is still Malta. Attitudes, 

of course, changed a lot in ten years living abroad. 

2) Is there still a sense of belonging to the Maltese Islands in overseas Diasporas, 

among people who originated from Malta? 

From my experience, Maltese expats stick together especially in the first months or 

years of their experience abroad.  The more different the cultural context of their new 
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destination, the higher the chances of having groups of expats analysing their new 

surroundings together, sharing old jokes, speaking their langauge, discussing their 

country and reminsicing about home. 

3) Given the rise of new technologies, how do the current Maltese descendants in 

your area stay close to the Maltese Culture? 

The internet makes you feel much closer to your country. I very often read Maltese 

newspapers online and when something big is happening – like an election or some 

national event – I do check TV streaming too. Through Skype and other online 

platforms, I am in regular touch with my relatives back home. 

4) What are the main sectors which the Maltese migrant community in your area 

work in? 

I live in Brussels. Many Maltese expats here work for the European Union – either as 

administrators, policy-officers or translators. 

5) How, when and where can the Maltese living abroad contribute to the Maltese 

Islands? 

It depends from one person to another. Some people are more patriotic than others; 

some are prouder of their country than others. In my case I do invite many friends to visit 

Malta. I plan their itinerary and share my enthusiasm. I don't think of it as a 'contribution', 

more like a natural thing to do coming from a beautiful country like I do. I also introduce 

my country to many people who don't know much about it. 
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6) To what extent do you believe that Maltese migrants can efficiently play a part 

in the public Diplomatic element of the Maltese Islands? 

As I said above, migrants are often regarded as representatives of their countries. You 

meet a nice guy from Country X and you think that Country X is full of nice people. You 

meet a rude person from Country Y and you think you wouldn't really want to visit 

Country Y.  

7) Should Maltese authorities give Diaspora members more say in local Maltese 

affairs? 

Many migrants are still eligible to vote in Maltese elections. That's the biggest say in 

local affairs they could have. It is time, though, for Maltese migrants to be able to vote at 

embassies instead of having to travel to Malta to do so. That would encourage more 

Maltese emigrants to vote and to stay up to date with the country’s political situation. 

8) How far can Maltese Diaspora members help improve the image of the Maltese 

Islands and people? 

Maltese emigrants are not appointed to act as image-promoters. When they do so, it's 

because it comes natural for them. As I said above, since we come from a very small 

country, often people get to know our country through us and our character. Maltese 

people also happen to be quite patriotic. We like to give a postive image of our country. 

9) Do you feel that the ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ is fulfilling its main 

roles? 
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I don't know much about this Council, except that every couple of years they organise a 

symposium in Malta to discuss issues related to Maltese communities abroad. It’s a 

fascinating area of study and so it’s a good idea to have such a Council to bring together 

experiences of different communities around the world. 

10) In what ways can the Council for the Maltese Living Abroad be improved? 

I’m afraid I don't know much about this Council as whenever I need something I go to 

the Embassy.   

11) What are the main issues which are currently defining the needs of Maltese 

migrants (in your state)? 

Migrants often leave their country to be able to live a better life elsewhere. Their needs 

are often catered for by the authorities of the place where they pay their taxes. In my 

case, when I need a service I go to a Belgian authority. I go to the embassy only when I 

need to renew my passport, for ex. 

12) Does the state in which Maltese migrants live, affect the most pressing issues 

which these Diasporic movements have? 

Well, of course Maltese migrants in – for example - Somalia would face different issues 

to Maltese migrants in, say, California. In the country where i live I cannot pinpoint any 

particular issues faced by Maltese migrants, except for the fact that we cannot vote at 

the embassy but have to travel to Malta to do so.  
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13) To what extent are the different generations of Maltese migrants in your areas 

represented and how is the relationship between these representative groups 

and the Maltese local Authorities? 

I don't see the link.  

14) Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of the relationship 

between the Maltese Diasporic group in your area and the Maltese Islands? 

There are some associations for those who would like to feel part of the Maltese expat 

community. But many migrants live their own life, have their family and circle of friends. 

As I said before, at the beginning of one’s experience abroad, it’s easier to look for other 

people from your country. But, once you settle down, you start building your own circle 

of friends, irrispective of where they come from. 
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Interviews with Australian Residents 

9.5 Appendix 5 

Ms. Charmaine Cassar 

Ms. Charmaine Cassar is a second-generation Maltese-Australian migrant who has 

always been brought up in and around the Maltese community in Sydney. In 2012 she 

graduated with a Diploma in Graphic Design from NSW Western Sydney Campus and 

now works as an Administrator Support Officer in Corporate Records for the Western 

Sydney Local Health District. Last year herself, together with seven others, formed a 

group of Maltese-Australians Youths so that the Maltese community not only in Sydney, 

but throughout Australia as a whole, stays strong for future generations. 

1) From your experience, to what extent has the Maltese Diaspora remained 

Maltese at heart?  

From an Australian point of view, I feel that over time, it has slowly started to fade out. I 

know that when I was growing up it was a lot more ‘at heart’ compared to the children of 

today. Living in a country that is so multicultural like Australia, where Maltese people 

end up marrying and having children to other nationalities, it’s hard to keep Malta ‘alive’ 

and the essence of where we came from and who we are. 

2) Is there still a sense of belonging to the Maltese Islands in overseas Diasporas, 

among people who originated from Malta? 

I think this depends on your upbringing and what the Maltese living in Australia feel 

personally about their nationality, whether they have family there, and whether those of 
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Maltese descent have actually been back to their mother country or have even visited 

the islands at all. For me, I most definitely feel a sense of belonging to the Maltese 

Islands, and a big chunk of that is because I have lots of family over there, my love for 

her rich history and because it is the birth place of my parents. In the past few years I 

have grown to know about dual citizenship and the rights and responsibilities that come 

with having Maltese citizenship – owning a Maltese passport confirms that I am just as 

part of Malta as those who are locals that live there. I think the thing that those of 

Maltese descent struggle with most is cultural identity. 

3) Given the rise of new technologies, how do the current Maltese descendants in 

your area stay close to the Maltese Culture? 

My parents’ generation for example (and older), they tend to not use technology. They 

are more so still involved heavily within the Maltese community itself, organize and hold 

festi and celebrate key events that the Maltese would in Malta. They go to Maltese clubs 

(with only two that I know of in the Sydney area) where they meet with other Maltese 

and socialize the same way the Maltese would in Malta. 

For my generation, I feel the older we get the more we use technology to get back in 

touch with our roots. Especially for those that are keen to know about where they come 

from, but their parents may not have spoken to them in Maltese or brought them up with 

Maltese culture. I think social media is the best, and without it I would not be able to 

keep up to date with what’s happening in Malta from Australia. Not only to keep in touch 

with my family, and not only to keep up to date with what’s happening, but also learning 
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new things about Malta and trying to find ways to incorporate something similar into our 

younger Maltese community in Australia, in particular Sydney. 

4) What are the main sectors which the Maltese migrant community in your area 

work in? 

For those who migrated here like my parents, mainly labour work, hands on work. The 

Maltese in Australia are known to be very hard workers and are most reliable. My 

parents were lucky to work themselves up and get the jobs they have today. As my 

father came here without knowing any English, he now works in NSW Health 

Department in the IT Department. If I were to stereotype however, I know a lot of 

Maltese my parents age and older who love the farm, love hands on work, etc. just like 

in Malta. 

5) How, when and where can the Maltese living abroad contribute to the Maltese 

Islands? 

Malta and Australia already have a well-established relationship. The Maltese people in 

Australia can continue to contribute the way they have been for many years, in 

continuing that relationship. 

6) To what extent do you believe that Maltese migrants can efficiently play a part 

in the public Diplomatic element of the Maltese Islands? 

I think it is important that the Maltese that have left Malta, keep close ties with what’s 

happening in their mother country. I think their opinions would be very valuable to the 

Maltese living in Malta, as they live in countries with different diplomatic elements, they 
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can take what works well in their country and suggest those to the Maltese islands and 

make it a better place than what it already is. 

7) Should Maltese authorities give Diaspora members more say in local Maltese 

affairs? 

As mentioned in my previous answer, I think yes to an extent. However, they are not 

living there so depending on the context, depends on what ‘say’ they would give. 

8) How far can Maltese Diaspora members help improve the image of the Maltese 

Islands and people? 

It has a lot of potential. Sadly, promotion and awareness of the islands and what they 

have to offer isn’t as pushed as say the likes of Italy or the Greek islands for example, 

where they are more well-known. Malta is rich with history, and it saddens me when I 

speak to family who live in Malta and they don’t even know how rich it is. I feel groups 

like the one I am in (Maltese-Australians’ Youth Committee) who are working towards 

that better promotion to the younger generation Maltese who haven’t grown up with 

Maltese culture and heritage in Australia, like someone like me has, it improves the 

image of where we come from most-definitely. It would boost things like tourism, people 

wanting to study or even move there to work which will help improve the islands 

economic state. 

9) Do you feel that the ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ is fulfilling its main 

roles? 
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Personally, I do not think it is. For example, before the Convention for Maltese Living 

Abroad was made known to me at the beginning of last year for the first time (it has 

been in place since the 1960s!) I had no idea about it (along with the other members of 

MAYC). If I had known about it, I would have attended previous conventions. There is a 

website for the CMLA, however nothing up to date (the convention of 2010 is still up!), 

there is no information out there for those living abroad to know enough about the 

council. I feel that more effort should be made by the CMLA to the point of even 

including associations like my committee. I feel that the younger generation could 

generate positive change for the good in keeping Malta alive abroad with new 

perspectives. 

10) In what ways can the Council for the Maltese Living Abroad be improved? 

By creating sub-groups from the council itself, or even existing groups, committees, 

associations etc. and involving them in projects such as scholarships for example. 

Having these groups dispersed all around the world and strengthening the existing 

Maltese communities abroad for future generations and using the resources out there to 

their fullest potential. 

11) What are the main issues which are currently defining the needs of Maltese 

migrants (in your state)? 

In particular in NSW, it is the declining Maltese community. Majority of the Maltese 

migrants in Sydney, migrated here in the 1950s-1980s. The children of these Maltese 

have grown up assimilated to Australian culture. There is the exception of children like 

myself, where I was fortunate to grow up with the language spoken around me, the 
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culture, the food… However, there are others who are my age who don’t know a word of 

Maltese and don’t know a thing about the islands. The main issue and main need in our 

community in Sydney is maintaining our existing community with the things our elders 

brought with them when they migrated here. There is a missing link between my 

generation and the older generations. Communication is key. I feel that if the 

communication from the Maltese islands itself, encouraging the Maltese living abroad, 

and the older Maltese community then passing that encouragement on to the younger 

generation, all the work our elders have done won’t go to waste. Language is one main 

factor. If it is on aspect of our Maltese heritage we can keep alive, it is our language. 

Support from Malta to teach the language to Maltese living abroad I think would help 

immensely. Things like festi are also in dire need, but the thing we face with that is the 

younger generations are not as religious as previous generations. 

12) Does the state in which Maltese migrants live, affect the most pressing issues 

which these Diasporic movements have? 

No, I do not believe this is true. It’s more so the attitudes and mentality of the older 

Maltese generations and the fact that they didn’t do something about the community 

potentially dying out, sooner. 

13) To what extent are the different generations of Maltese migrants in your areas 

represented and how is the relationship between these representative groups 

and the Maltese local Authorities? 

Here in NSW, my committee MAYC is the only group with younger generation Maltese. 

There are a lot of associations that have been around since the 1950s or even earlier 
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with members of ages 60+. Majority of these associations are members of the Maltese 

Community Council of NSW (MCC). The MCC are an umbrella for all these associations, 

where the MCC keeps close ties to Malta. 

14) Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of the relationship 

between the Maltese Diasporic group in your area and the Maltese Islands? 

I think as per my answer in question 10, having a select few groups in each state of 

Australia for example, or even a few groups on a whole in Australia to work closely with 

the CMLA, create projects, incentives that encourage interest of Maltese living in 

Australia to still keep close with their mother country, especially those who were born in 

Australia. 

The way I see it is, Maltese migrants, who have children who are born here, grow up 

Australianised and living in a multicultural land like Australia, most meet their life partner 

who is not Maltese. They then have children, and if the Maltese half was not brought up 

with Maltese culture, language etc. then this is where it dies off. 

I think if the CMLA can work with us, help us find ways to keep Malta alive abroad, it is 

one step closer to where we are now. The Convention for Maltese Living Abroad is only 

held every 5 years. I personally, think this is too long (it used to be held every 10 

years!)… You can’t have a Maltese Diaspora, without having a strong enough Maltese 

community in that country, state, suburb, village. The thing I am looking most forward to 

at this convention in April, is to be able to network with other Maltese associations, 

groups, and committees like us and hear the things they do within their communities to 

keep Malta alive in their country. I think the convention is a great way to keep the 



 
 

120 
 
 

diaspora strong, being able to meet every year or every second year to hear how things 

have progressed for each country would be a way forward in strengthening our 

diaspora. 

From the convention then, you are able to spring better relationships between countries, 

better awareness of what is happening in Malta and vice versa - Malta knowing what is 

happening in the countries of those Maltese who chose to take their teachings, heritage, 

culture and language to another country of the world. 

Updating the website for the CMLA is way forward also. Social media plays a big part in 

our daily lives. It is the most effective tool to broadcast any type of information, even if 

the CMLA had their own Facebook page, or even a Facebook group where members 

can share what is happening in their communities all across the world and network via 

social media rather than in person at the convention. 

Communication is key. Networking is key. Sharing what we have all achieved builds our 

diaspora into one global Maltese community. 
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9.6 Appendix 6 

Prof. Maurice Cauchi 

Prof. Maurice N. Cauchi served as Senior Lecturer and as a Clinical Professor at 

Monash University and at the University of Melbourne respectively.  He is the 

frontrunner in Maltese-Australian Migratory Studies and when he returned to Malta in 

1992, he was appointed as Professor of Pathology and Director of the Department of 

Pathology in St. Luke’s Hospital.  Because of his prominent work in the Maltese-

Australian Diaspora, he was appointed as Chairman of the Educational Committee and 

afterwards Chairman of the Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria. As of 2010 he was 

elected as the President of the Federation for Maltese Living Abroad. He was the 

founder of two monthly papers in Australia, ‘Il-Maltija’ and ‘The Ethnic Voice’.  His most 

famous works are ‘Maltese Migrants in Australia’ (1990) and the survey he conducted on 

the Second and subsequent Generation Maltese-Australians.  By his work in this field, 

he was presented with the Medal for the Service towards the Republic and was selected 

as a Member of the Order of Australia. 

1) From your experience, to what extent has the Maltese Diaspora remained 

Maltese at heart?  

One must make a distinction between the first and subsequent generations of Maltese 

living abroad. For the first generation (those born in Malta, and migrated as adults), have 

not really changed at all. They still have the same beliefs, the same diet (or less), the 

same habits as well as preferring to speak the Maltese language, which also hasn't 

changed since they left Malta. You might even say that 'distance makes the heart grow 
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fonder'!  Most of them visit Malta as often as they can afford, and now that they are 

retired, it is not unknown for some to stay in Malta several weeks at a time (even months 

at times. So I would say that the first generation have remained Maltese at heart 100% 

 

With regards to the second and subsequent generation, the story is quite different as 

can be seen from my survey of the 2nd Generation (see my website: 

mauricecauchi.wordpresscom). Most of these are first and foremost Australian, and 

have well integrated within the meshwork of the society they live in. They prefer to speak 

English, most of them might understand Maltese but few can speak it. However, they 

still have a soft spot for Malta, and most of them have actually visited Malta on one or 

several occasions. According to the Survey, about 1/3 of them have a Maltese passport, 

and an equal number mentioned that they might be applying for one. This is primarily 

the result of Malta the EU, but nonetheless indicates that their links with Malta as still 

important to them. So, although language is being lost very quickly, there is still an 

element of culture which I believe will persist.  

 

Another point: one must also remember that negotiating two cultures is challenging at 

the best of times. In view of the fact that a large proportion of Maltese children result 

from mixed marriages, it is not at all uncommon that children with a Maltese background 

have yet a third culture (their father's or mother's) which they also have to deal with.  

2)  Is there still a sense of belonging to the Maltese Islands in overseas Diasporas, 

among people who originated from Malta? 
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This question overlaps with the above. 'A sense of belonging' after 50 or 60 years is not 

perhaps the best way to describe it. Perhaps this relationship was better described by 

one migrant who said that he loves Malta as his mother, and Australia as his wife – a 

fine distribution of love and the sense of belonging.  It is not often that loyalties clash, 

and one has to choose one against the other. Perhaps the most obvious test occurs 

when a football team from the home country meets an Australian on: invariable on such 

occasions, the team from the home country is the one that is supported. Again this holds 

for the first generation.  The second and subsequent generation would not find a 

difficulty distinguishing their loyalties. 

3)  Given the rise of new technologies, how do the current Maltese descendants in 

your area stay close      to the Maltese Culture? 

Culture: I like to distinguish 'high' from 'low' culture (even though some experts do not 

like this distinction!). This is not being pejorative – it is just a practical distinction.  By 'low 

culture' one refers to the habits and customs, mores, language etc. which every person 

who is born and bred in Malta carries with him or her wherever they go, and which lasts 

a lifetime, with only minor basic changes and additions. Descendants of the first 

generation will have these diluted very much: they lose the language, but still like 

Maltese food, for instance. 

 

When it comes to 'high culture', I believe we have serious problems. Remember that 

most migrations left Malta in the 1950s and 60s, well before Independence, and the 

associated resurgence in pride in all that is Maltese. Most were illiterate. Most never 
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attended any 'cultural' event, like theater, opera, visits to art or archaeological museums 

etc.  In fact they were precisely the same as the average person in Maltese towns and 

villages from where they came.  (Remember that in Malta in the 50s no more than 2% of 

the population had a tertiary education). (So who does one keep close to higher Maltese 

culture? Unfortunately, governments as well as radio and TV stations have not helped 

much. We have a TV transmission twice a week (half-an-hour) which might show some 

items of culture and other developments in Malta. But the picture is bleak). Of course, 

there is the whole world of the internet, and the younger generation make full use of it. 

But there is an enormous amount of competition from other, non-Maltese, sites which 

are perhaps more attractive. 

 

In my Survey, there are also interesting comments relating to the use of the electronic 

media by the second generation with which they are quite familiar 

 

Incidentally, in relation to this, recently Mario Azzopardi has written a book about the 

lack of high culture, which we believe is very biased and unrepresentative. The Maltese 

Council has criticized this extensively (see MCCV Newsletter (December 2014). 

 

4)  What are the main sectors which the Maltese migrant community in your area 

work in? 

Not quite clear what is meant by this: most Maltese migrants (ie first generation) are 

retired now. Most were manual workers.  With regards to the second generation, there 
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has been a complete change with several have obtained tertiary qualifications and now 

can be found in most spheres of life.  

 

5)  How, when and where can the Maltese living abroad contribute to the Maltese 

Islands? 

Contributions to Malta have varied over the years:  In the early days, (60s and 70s), 

there was a tremendous economic support by migrants to their families (See the chapter 

in 'The Maltese Migrant Experience on 'The Migrant Contribution'.)  

More recently, contributions have been of an intellectual rather than monetary kind. The 

Council for Maltese Living Abroad (CMLA) is currently working on a 'roadmap' which 

encourages contributions from those living overseas.  There is a lot of expertise around 

the world which it might be possible to tap. 

  

6)  To what extent do you believe that Maltese migrants can efficiently play a part 

in the public Diplomatic element of the Maltese Islands? 

As you know, there is currently quite a discussion about whether Maltese living abroad 

should be given the opportunity to participate in political issues in Malta. For several 

years, I have been against the idea of Maltese living abroad meddling with/ participating 

in elections etc. on the basis that you cannot have representation without corresponding 

responsibility.  

 

The main issue has related to the need for representation. Maltese living abroad have 

not had adequate representation in the public domain, particularly at a political level.  As 
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you know, a number of European countries have had members of the Diaspora elected 

members of parliament in their home country.  In Malta, because there are as many 

Maltese outside Malta as inside, this would be quite impractical, and quite threatening to 

the locals. That leaves us without any representation at all. One suggestion I had was 

that there should be a representative from reach region elected to Parliament, (one each 

from Australasia, Europe, America), who might be without a vote, but with the right to 

take part in parliamentary discussion. (Without a vote to make sure that the scheme is 

acceptable to the people of Malta and the various parties). 

 

On the other hand, there should not really be a great objection to representation on a 

European level. Again, this is standard EU practice these days. 

 

From my Survey, there seems to be quite good support for this among second 

generation Maltese. 

Consular representation from members of the Maltese community has always been a 

fact. 

 

7)   Should Maltese authorities give Diaspora members more say in local Maltese 

affairs? 

This is covered above. 

8)  How far can Maltese Diaspora members help improve the image of the Maltese 

Islands and people? 
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I believe that this is already going on at a personal level. Even children at school write 

essays on Malta. All our children's friends are quite aware about Malta and what it is all 

about. 

There are also several activities by such groups as the youth groups, children's groups, 

Maltese teaching, Maltese historical association, cook-ups etc. which help.  I have been 

hoping that the government will one day organize an archaeological exhibition of 

Maltese artifacts which could travel around the world! 

9) Do you feel that the ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ is fulfilling its main 

roles? 

I have suggested in the past that a group leader should be elected to serve for say 3-6 

months, followed by rotation, but this was not acceptable to members or even to the 

Minister! So we are going nowhere! The CMLA has no staff, nobody to do the work, and 

the members seem to be at a loss as to what they can do individually. 

10)  In what ways can the Council for the Maltese Living Abroad be improved? 

This is partly covered above. I believe that a much closer link between the DMLA and 

the CMLA would be very helpful. 

11)  What are the main issues which are currently defining the needs of Maltese 

migrants (in your state)? 

With regards to the first generation, most needs relate to ageing: provision of bilingual 

careers, nurses, provision of adequate homes etc 
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With regards to subsequent generations: help with culture maintenance, help with 

Maltese teaching, provision of scholarships for young persons to visit Malta (we have 

one such scheme, the Bishop Grech Scheme which aims to do just that). This could be 

a universal scheme. Encouragement of experts from Malta to come to give talks in 

Australia (to ex. the Maltese Historical Association, etc.) 

 

12)  Does the state in which Maltese migrants live, affect the most pressing issues 

which these Diaspora movements have? 

I find this difficult to answer. One gets the impression that the political Leaders main aim 

is to wean the ethnic communities form ethno-specific services, and encourage them to 

use generic services which are available to the general community.  We are not too 

keen on this, because persons from non-English speaking background have specific 

problems, including particularly the loss of English, a second language, as they grow 

older. 

Certainly the younger generations tend to integrate quite readily within the Australian 

society, but the older generation find this much more difficult. 

  

13)  To what extent are the different generations of Maltese migrants in your areas 

represented and how is the relationship between these representative groups and 

the Maltese local Authorities? 

There are various organizations which represent Maltese vis-a-vis authorities. In 

Particular, there are Councils (in NSW, Victoria, South Australia, Perth and 
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Queensland), part of whose jobs is to represent the needs of the community with the 

authorities.  They are also the bodies that pick up issues of relevance to the community. 

For example, quite recently, the ethnic radio SBS threatened to reduce the number of 

hours of radio programs in Maltese. The Maltese Community Council of Victoria, 

(MCCV) came out strongly against this. A petition involving 3000 signatures was 

organized and presented to the relevant Minister. 

Incidentally, I have written a book on the History of the MCCV ("Under One Umbrella"), 

which reviews a number of these issues. (If you cannot find a copy in the libraries, I 

might bring a copy with me - shall be in Malta from the 20th April, in connection with the 

Convention for Maltese Living Abroad) 

There are of course a number of associations who are primarily involved in the 

socializing of the various Maltese. 

14)  Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of the relationship 

between the Maltese Diasporic group in your area and the Maltese Islands? 

I have made some suggestions above. 
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9.7 Appendix 7 

Mr. Lawrence Dimech 

Mr. Lawrence Dimech was one of the frontrunners in pushing forward Maltese 

Journalism in Australia. Apart from being a part of the staff of the Maltese High 

Commission in New South Wales between 1971 and 1977, he was editor of ‘Lehen il-

Malti’ until 1971.  Afterwards he was appointed by the Australian Government as 

coordinator of the Parramatta Migrant Resource Centre and worked with the Department 

of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs between 1985 and 1992.  He founded the Melita 

Eagles Parramatta Soccer Club.  He now works as a part-time journalist with Radio 2EA 

and his most prominent work is Ageing Maltese, 1992.  He was presented with several 

honors such as the HMQ Silver Jubilee Medal, the Manoel de Vilhena Award and the 

Maltese Cultural Award for his contribution of Maltese Journalism in Australia. He was 

also selected as a Member of the Order of Australia and in 2013, he was appointed as 

Ambassador of the People by the Maltese Prime Minister.  

1)      From your experience, to what extent has the Maltese Diaspora remained 

Maltese at heart? 

When you leave Malta as a migrant (I mean on a permanent basis) you do not only bring 

your luggage with you but also your love and your Maltese roots.  Very few would 

discard their heritage although not necessary continue to congregate/socialize with 

fellow Maltese. 
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2)      Is there still a sense of belonging to the Maltese Islands in overseas 

Diasporas, among people who originated from Malta? 

Malta will always be you birth country; it is common knowledge that you become more 

Maltese away from your country. Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 

3)      Given the rise of new technologies, how do the current Maltese descendants 

in your area stay close to the Maltese Culture? 

Modern communications methods now make it easier to keep in touch with Malta, social 

media is a revelation.  However we do have many that are still computer illiterate.   We 

brought with us and maintained our own culture, the way we were in the 50ties. We 

have ‘teatrin’, we bring entertainers from Malta on a regular basis.  We have our own 

Maltese radio programmes and even TV programmes.  We have had for 51 years the 

Maltese Herald, a national weekly newspaper.  We have now an internet magazine 

called, The Voice of the Maltese in Australia. We have clubs/centers promoting, on a 

continuous basis our links with Malta. 

4)      What are the main sectors which the Maltese migrant community in your 

area work in?  

The Maltese are one of the fastest growing older communities.  Migration to Australia 

virtually stopped in the 80ies, therefore we have now more of the second, third 

generations.  The Malta born is nearing pensionable age.  The migrants were mainly 

(majority) laborers and semi-skilled.  Came from low-socio-economic background with 

little education and no training, what training they had was unrecognized. 
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5)      How, when and where can the Maltese living abroad contribute to the 

Maltese Islands? 

The Maltese that migrated to Australia in the 50/60/70/80 contributed enormously to the 

Malta economy still under financial siege from the war.   Millions of ‘Liri’ were sent by 

migrants to their families.  This extra income help the Maltese economy no end.  Until 

this day many Maltese migrants send millions back to Malta and have many more 

millions invested in the Bank of Valletta. 

6)      To what extent do you believe that Maltese migrants can efficiently play a 

part in the public Diplomatic element of the Maltese Islands? 

In the Maltese diaspora we now have second generation and others with close 

connection with the Maltese (i.e. married to Maltese) holding important position in 

business, commerce and even politics.  This could be extremely advantageous to 

Malta.  Foreign policy is to date influenced not by just politics but by trade. 

 

This fact has been neglected by the Malta Government and only now MFA is trying (not 

yet finalized) to establish a record of persons with Maltese connection that can be of use 

to the Malta government. Malta foreign policy has already been influenced by dual 

citizenship and various agreements especially health, social services, taxation and air 

with countries like Australia where we have another Malta.  With Australia we have a 

person to person connection above all else. 
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7)      Should Maltese authorities give Diaspora members more say in local Maltese 

affairs? 

This needs to be in conjunction with citizenship.  Do we have various classes of 

citizenship?  If citizenship is based on residency, how can you deny people that have 

lived in Malta for 20/30/50 years a say in Malta affairs just because they are now living 

abroad?  However this is a very complex issue that needs to be studied because of 

Malta’s unique situation of having perhaps more citizens living outside its borders. 

8)      How far can Maltese Diaspora members help improve the image of the 

Maltese Islands and people? 

Maltese of the diaspora can be ambassadors for their country.  Many integrate 

themselves well in their new environment and become high ranking officers i.e. 

members of parliament, mayors. Professors, councilors, bankers, business executives 

etc.  It up to the Government of Malta to tap into these readily available resources, 

unfortunately they do not as they prefer foreigners with lesser qualifications. 

9)      Do you feel that the ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ (CMLA) is fulfilling 

its main roles? 

The CMLA was rushed by the PN before the last election and the way it is constituted is 

very difficult to operate effectively. In the last two and half years not much has been 

achieved.  No Council can achieve its goal unless it is fully backed, resourced by the 

Government.  Unfortunately the CMLA is way down on the current Maltese 

Government’s agenda. 
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10)   In what ways can the Council for the Maltese Living Abroad be improved? 

I now believe we may not need a CMLA.  What we need is a strong Malta 

backed  representative body of the Maltese living in say Australia, Canada, US, EU, etc. 

and a Parliamentary Secretary totally responsible for the Maltese diaspora to co-

ordinate.  Ministers especially Foreign Ministers are too busy to worry about the Maltese 

of the diaspora (they have no vote). 

11)   What are the main issues which are currently defining the needs of Maltese 

migrants (in your state)? 

With no migrants coming over, the main issue of concern is how we can keep the 

second and subsequent generations interested in the Maltese culture and language. We 

have also an aged population, mostly illiterate in both Maltese and English and not easy 

to communicate with. At their twilight years they need specialized attention. These are 

by no mean easy tasks.  Some obstacles like dual citizenship, health reciprocal 

agreements and the like have been done.  The level and capabilities of the 

diplomatic/consular personnel serving in Australia at most times is questionable. 

12)   Does the state in which Maltese migrants live, affect the most pressing 

issues which these Diasporic movements have? 

There is not much different in Australia between State and the Maltese communities 

tend to operate on similar basis. 
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13)   To what extent are the different generations of Maltese migrants in your 

areas represented and how is the relationship between these representative 

groups and the Maltese local Authorities? 

As previously stated it has not been easy to entice second generation into main stream 

Maltese organizations.  They have no real feel for it as they do not require any crutches 

to hold on to like we the oldies did to front the early settlement challenges in a vast 

continent especial the discrimination of the early fifties and sixties.  They were born 

here; they do not speak with an accent and Australia has since become truly 

multicultural in a workable way not like Europe. 

14) Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of the relationship 

between the Maltese Diasporic group in your area and the Maltese islands? 

Good relationship must be two way traffic.  Malta Governments are mostly interested in 

the diaspora when they make their visits accompanied by their photographers so their 

constituents in Malta can see them on TV. It took us 35 years to get dual citizenship and 

reciprocal agreements on health.  Now we have citizenship and biometric passport 

(introduced in 2008) but we cannot get to the Govt. offices because they are only in their 

main cities.  Some people need to travel 1,000 miles to get to a Govt. 

Office.  Citizenship applications takes more than 18 months to process while just to 

secure an appointment for a passport there is a delay of four months. 

To apply for a biometric passport you must personally attend at the Consulate 

offices   as you need to have your finger printed and a photo taken.  There are only 

three locations, Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne therefore in you live in Queensland, 
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South or West Australia, Tasmania etc. you have to travel thousands of miles to go 

personally to one of the three offices. 
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9.8 Appendix 8 

Ms. Marlene Scicluna  

Ms. Marlene Scicluna is a broadcast journalist with SBS Radio (Australia).  Born in 

Darlinghurst, New South Wales to an Aboriginal mother, Marlene was adopted by a 

Maltese couple, then raised and educated in Gozo. From an early age, Marlene was 

involved in stage productions (‘Teatrin’).  She was a choreographer at St. Francis 

Primary School and at the Oratory of Don Bosco and Xaghra Youth Centre. For 10 

years, Marlene was the presenter on radio program, ‘Mill-Gżira ta’ Calypso’ (PBS Malta).  

In Australia, Marlene has been active in the Maltese community as Administration 

Assistant at the MCCV, choreographer for Young Maltese Australian Dancers, co-

founder of Maussies (Maltese-Australians) and co-founder and vice-president of ‘Nisġa.’ 

1) From your experience, to what extent has the Maltese Diaspora remained 

Maltese at heart?  

The Maltese community in Victoria (largest outside Malta) and NSW, have remained 

Maltese in everything.  First generation Maltese needed each other when they first 

migrated to Australia, as most of them were illiterate and needed other “educated” 

Maltese to help them.  That led to these first migrants founding social groups.  I travel 

twice a year to the United States, as my husband is American Maltese.  I find that 

Maltese in America are not as close knit as Maltese in Australia.  First generation might 

opt to attend a Maltese club, but the next generations are more American at heart, than 

Maltese.  Whereas Australians of Maltese descent are more Maltese at heart than their 

American peers. 
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2) Is there still a sense of belonging to the Maltese Islands in overseas Diasporas, 

among people who originated from Malta? 

In Australia, yes.  First generation Maltese say Malta is their home.  In fact, some of 

them, my adoptive parents included, opt to retire in Malta – although they find it hard to 

leave their children and their families behind.  Second generation Maltese look at 

Australia as their parents’ home, sometimes even home depending on how they were 

brought up.  There is still a sense of Maltese pride which one can see, in the form of 

tattoos or stickers on cars, depicting the Maltese 8 pointed cross, etc… 

3) Given the rise of new technologies, how do the current Maltese descendants in 

your area stay close to the Maltese Culture? 

Facebook is a major factor.  There are a number of pages on FB on the initiative of 

Australians of Maltese descent, relating to Malta and everything Maltese.   

4) What are the main sectors which the Maltese migrant community in your area 

work in? 

Maltese in Melbourne (you have to realize population in Victoria is 6 million so it’s hard 

to pinpoint!!!) worked in manufacturing and the wharf (Port of Melbourne).  In NSW, the 

majority of Maltese migrants have their own market garden, growing produce for 

markets.  Nowadays, you find Australians of Maltese descent working in all sectors.  

There is no particular one. 

5) How, when and where can the Maltese living abroad contribute to the Maltese 

Islands? 
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Maltese in Australia contributed BIG TIME to Malta in the past.  When they first migrated 

here, they sent back heaps of money back to their families to help them.  Artists of 

Maltese descent can mention their origins, or their parents/grandparents origin, thus 

acting as ambassadors for Malta.  Of course, the major contribution of Maltese living 

abroad is visiting Malta and spending money in the islands.  But why, after all, do the 

Maltese Islands need Maltese living abroad contributing?  Is it a matter of … “When we 

need you or your contribution, you’re still Maltese.  When we don’t need any of that, 

especially when it comes to local laws etc…… well, you’re not Maltese anymore, 

because you chose to leave Malta years ago!!!” 

6) To what extent do you believe that Maltese migrants can efficiently play a part 

in the public Diplomatic element of the Maltese Islands? 

If you’re referring to taking up diplomatic roles/posts abroad, I believe that it is of great 

benefit for Malta, if the person living in a particular country/region, is chosen as a 

diplomatic representative of the Maltese Government.  That would mean an advantage 

for the Maltese Government, having a person who already is familiar with that particular 

country/region, especially with contacts.  One such person is John Aquilina, the Maltese 

Ambassador in India.   

7) Should Maltese authorities give Diaspora members more say in local Maltese 

affairs? 

I don’t believe so when it comes to countries like Australia, the USA and Canada, where 

Maltese migrated years ago and have settled down and integrated in those societies.  

As much as they stay in touch and up to date with what’s happening in Malta, they 
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shouldn’t have a say in local Maltese affairs, because they don’t live in the country, they 

don’t pay tax there, they are not affected by laws and decisions by the government. 

 

8) How far can Maltese Diaspora members help improve the image of the Maltese 

Islands and people? 

Immensely.  Maltese in Malta seem to think Malta is the center of the Universe.  Reality 

is, there are people who don’t even know of Malta’s existence!!  Members in the Maltese 

diaspora, especially those who have/are making a name for themselves in the arts 

(theatre, music, arts) can act as Ambassadors for Malta, mentioning their origins etc… 

putting Malta on the map.  There are already such people, Shane Delia, Paul Capsis, 

Amelia Farrugia, Pauly Fenech, Jeff Fenech etc. 

9) Do you feel that the ‘Kunsill Ghall-Maltin Li Jghixu Barra’ is fulfilling its main 

roles? 

In all honesty, we hardly know what the Council has done so far, when one looks at the 

list of functions relating to the Council.  Could it be that the Maltese Government is not 

really giving them enough rope?  For example, I’m aware that pleas by members for a 

website, haven’t been fulfilled as yet, as the Maltese Government seems to be finding it 

hard to find the right people to maintain such a website – which is, to me, very 

surprising! 

10) In what ways can the Council for the Maltese Living Abroad be improved? 
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Members on the Council need to be more familiar with their communities.  Unfortunately, 

even though they are quite familiar with the older generation of Maltese living abroad, 

because after all, it’s their generation, they are out of touch with the younger generation.  

I recently had a conversation with one of the Council members, who didn’t even know of 

a young Australian DJ who organizes an annual event, in Melbourne & Sydney (Made in 

Malta), which attracts hundreds of young Maltese Australians. I myself, as part of 

community group ‘Nisġa’ (we organize an annual Maltese Cook Off, with the event 

selling out, every year, in a matter of minutes) have never seen any of the Council 

members or leaders of the Maltese community attending the event.  These leaders 

complain that the younger generation of Maltese in Australia are not attending events 

and don’t want to be involved …. The majority of our guests are younger Australians of 

Maltese descent (15 to 50 year olds), which is a massive difference to other events 

organized by the older members of the community.  So, first and foremost, Council 

members have to be more in tune with their communities.  And they need to liaise with 

Arts & Culture departments in Malta and their respective countries, to ensure an active 

representation, especially in multicultural events.  What better way to promote Malta and 

its culture than by having Maltese quality artists take part in such events… and for 

Australians of Maltese descent, taking part in events in Malta? 

11) What are the main issues which are currently defining the needs of Maltese 

migrants (in your state)? 

The teaching of Maltese language has taken a dive, with the possibility of losing the 

teaching of Maltese language at the Victorian School of Languages and of losing 



 
 

142 
 
 

Maltese as part of the Victorian Certificate of Education… all this because there is not 

enough students choosing Maltese as a VCE subject.  Every 3 years there is an 

assessment of languages, and if there are less than 15 students, Australia wide, sitting 

for the Maltese exam in VCE (HSC in NSW, SACE in SA), this will be lost.  

Unfortunately, groups who offer the teaching of Maltese are very fragmented and don’t 

work together.  There is a Federation of Maltese Language Schools, but it doesn’t 

represent all the entities.  MLTAV are a group of teachers who teach Maltese at the 

Victorian School of Languages and they seem to be working very hard to keep Maltese 

alive.   

Then there is the fact of the older members of the community, who are now depending 

on their native tongue.  It’s very hard to find nurses/care workers, who speak fluent 

Maltese.  There is a need to have Maltese residential facilities with Maltese speaking 

staff.  There is one such facility in Melbourne, Rosary Home and another one in NSW 

run by the Dominican Sisters.  But the demand is bigger and will only get bigger! 

12) Does the state in which Maltese migrants live, affect the most pressing issues 

which these Diasporic movements have? 

All I can say is that Maltese in Melbourne (the state of Victoria) seem to be tighter knit 

than in NSW and other states…and this is evident in the amount of Maltese activities 

organized here.  We also have welfare services (for the elderly) provided by the Maltese 

Community Council of VIC with grants from the Australian Government, which are not 

available in other states.  Maltese here can find Kinnie, Cisk, Twistees etc… other states 

have these available via Melbourne.  So I think, the Maltese community in Victoria, 
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being the largest community outside Malta, have better services than anywhere else… 

with issues being addressed better than anywhere else. 

13) To what extent are the different generations of Maltese migrants in your areas 

represented and how is the relationship between these representative groups 

and the Maltese local Authorities? 

I think the relationship is good.  Groups organizing Maltese feasts in Australia seem to 

have a good relationship with their respective parish/village in Malta/Gozo…  Anything to 

do with Maltese governmental authorities, that is done via the Maltese Consul in 

Victoria.  Maltese migrants have a choice whether to be affiliated with certain social 

groups – some prefer not to be part of such groups.  Maltese here have integrated in 

Australian society and in reality, don’t need anything from Maltese authorities… except 

when it comes to pension from Malta.  They are well catered for by the Australian 

Government. 

14) Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of the relationship 

between the Maltese Diasporic group in your area and the Maltese Islands? 

Leaders of the Maltese community should be liaising with the relevant authorities in 

Australia and Malta to ensure better representation of Maltese in cultural events.  There 

are a lot of multicultural festivals in Australia, with international artists taking part.  There 

is never a Maltese participation… except for Nicky Bomba with the Melbourne Sky 

Orchestra or Bustamento in certain music festivals.  The only festival with a Maltese 

participation is Bluesfest in Byron Bay.  Tribali have participated in the past.  But it was 
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all organized on their own merits… there was no liaising by leaders of the Maltese 

community.  Funnily enough, Maltese leaders weren’t even aware of this participation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


